CHI NA PRESS H GHLI GHTS: FRI DAY, JAN. 16
16 JANUARY 1998

1. PULAU PINANG A triad nenber of the notorious Siew Sam Wng or the
Three Little Enperors was killed during a shoot-out with the police in a
house at Sungai Ara here. An automatic pistol and 20.7 gram of heroin were
sei zed. Ten ot her suspects were arrested during the raid. Page 1. Lead
story

2. KUALA LUWPUR: Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad rem nds
busi ness operators, particularly small and medi um size industries to find
an early solution for the MIIlenniumBug or risk facing nore conplicated
problens | ater. Page A3

3. KUALA LUWUR: Dr Mhathir says Mrcrosoft Corp chairman Bill Gates
is still a menber of the MSC international advisory panel. Neverthel ess,
Gates would not be able to attend the international advisory panel neeting
schedul ed for next nonth. Page A3

4. KUALA LUMPUR Umo Youth calls on comercial banks in this region to
merge to consolidate their strength and i ncrease their conpetitiveness to
counter inpinges fromagiant foreign finance conpanies. Youth wi ng chief
Dat uk Zahi d Hami di says he proposed this to econonic adviser to the
government Tun Dai m Zai nuddin in the National Econom c Action Plan report
tabl ed two days ago. Page A3

5. KUALA LUWPUR: Bank Sinpanan National is holding talks with three
finance conpanies to discuss a possible nerger, discloses its chairman
Dat uk Zahid Hami di. He, however, refuses to reveal the nanmes of the finance
conpani es invol ved. Page A3

6. KUALA LUWUR: Lion and dragon dances are allowed fromthe first till
the 15th day of Chinese New Year in conjunction with the auspicious
occasi on. Approval fromthe police is required for performance in public
pl aces, says deputy Honme M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting. Page A3

7. KUALA LUWUR: Crackdown operation to flush out illegal inmgrants
continued as the festive season draws closer. A factory in Seganbut becane
the I atest target when enforcenent unit of the National Registration
Departmment and I mmigration Departnent carried out a joint raid there. Eight
hundred and fifty four foreign workers were checked, nevertheless, all were
found to have | egal docunents. Page A4

8. KUALA LUWUR: The waiting time for cancer patients to undergo
radi ot herapy treatnent at the Kuala Lunpur Hospital would be reduced from
two nonths to 30 days followi ng the acquisition of a new equi pment costing
RV6.5 mllion, says Health Mnister Datuk Chua Jui Meng. Page A4

9. SINGAPORE: Perodua Kancil has nade its debut in Singapore with
overwhel m ng response. Sixty orders have been received so far when the
second national car was |aunched unofficially through advertisenents put up
i n newpapers on Decenber 27. Page A6

10. KUALA LUMPUR The Inmgration Departnent did not nmake any
arrangenents like it did in the past to facilitate foreign workers to
return to their hone country to celebrate Hari Raya Puasa. Foreign workers
were told to be vigilant not to be cheated. Page A7
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