14 DEC 1998
Abdul | ah- Deci si on
LEADERS EXPECTED TO DECI DE ON CAMBODI A TONI GHT

HANO , Dec 14 (Bernamm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi said today Asean | eaders are expected to make a deci sion on
Canbodi a's entry into the ni ne-menber grouping tonight.

"Tonight is the leaders' informal dinner and | think it is the best
time for themto discuss the matter,"” he told reporters, here, when asked
when exactly the decision woul d be made.

Briefing Malaysian journalists on the outcome of Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s separate neetings with his counterparts Hun Sen
of Canbodi a and Vi etnamlis Phan Van Kai, Abdullah said both di scussions
centred on Canbodi a.

Hun Sen hoped that the issue of setting up the senate in Canbodi a woul d
not be used as an excuse to prevent his country fromjoining Asean,
Abdul I ah sai d.

He said it was an internal admnistrative matter and it was not right
to see that the Indochinese state did everything it was required to do
before admitting it into Asean.

"What is inmportant is that it already has an effective governnent," he
sai d.

Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahat hir and Khai were of the view that Canbodia's entry
into Asean could bring benefits.

Abdul | ah said they also felt that econom c cooperation needed to be
st epped up anmong Asean nenbers to help revive the economies in the region

"They felt that it would be good to stress at this time that Asean is

still united and able to think of what's best to nmake it a devel oped and
nore stable region,” he said.
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