12/ 08/ 1998

Cl Qissue not deterring Singaporeans: Dollah

MALAYSI A bel i eves t hat Singaporeans wi Il not be deterred fromtravelling
to the peninsula by rail although the Mal aysi an Custons, | nmm gration and
Quarantine (C1Q facilities remained at the Tanjung Pagar railway station
in the republic.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d Si ngapor eans had
been using the train service all these years and they know t hat the
service i s good.

"I do not think the present arrangenent will create difficulty or deter
then fromusing the rail service," he told newsnmen i n Kual a Lunpur
yesterday after attending the bilateral tal ks between Prinme M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and his Laoti an counterpart Sisavath
Keobounphanh.

Abdul | ah was asked to coment on reports that a Singapore nmenber of
Parlianment and the media in republic had urged Singaporeans to avoid
travelling by rail to avoid i mmigration probl ens when t hey entered
Mal aysi a foll owi ng the di spute over the Cl Qi ssue.

Despite such calls, traintickets out of the republic were fully booked
over the weekend, with KTMBhd havi ng to add addi ti onal coaches to cope
with the demand.

Accordi ng to Johor State I mm gration Department deputy director Kamari ah
Rahmat, a total of 1,389 Singaporeans and other foreigners entered the
country via Tanj ung Pagar |ast Friday.

A further 1,212 crossed over on Saturday and 523 on Sunday.

Si ngapore had noved its ClQfacilities fromTanjung Pagar to Wodl ands
on August 1 and had requested Mal aysia to do the sanme but the latter
deci ded not to.

To avoi d problens foll owi ng Si ngapore's nove to relocate its CQ
facilities to Wodl ands, the Mal aysi an i nmi gration had deci ded not to
stanp passports of rail passengers to and from Si ngapore but only input
their particulars into the conmputer.
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