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ClQissue not just a technical matter, says Najib

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo vice-president and Educati on M ni ster Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak sai d t he Si ngapore Government's order for Mal aysia to nove
its Customs, |Immgration and Quarantine checkpoi nt from Tanjong Pagar to
t he Wodl ands shoul d not be seen as a technicality.

I nstead, Umo should viewthe issue in a broader and | onger-term
perspective of the rel ationship between the two countri es.

He said Umo fully supported Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s stand that the Mal aysi an Cl Qremai ned at Tanj ong Pagar .

Naj i b, who is al so Mal aysi an Strategi c Research Centre chai rman, was
speaki ng after opening a forumtitled Mal aysi an Chal | enges: Educati on
Per spective, organi sed by MSRC i n Mal acca t oday.

In 1 poh, Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik reiterated the
Prinme M nister's stand that Singapore nust bear responsibility for the
current problem

Since it was started by the Singapore authorities, they nust take the
initiative to end it, he said.

Dr Ling said he could not understand why Si ngapore had shifted its CQ
since there were other things nore i mportant to be tackled such as the
econom ¢ probl ens affecting the country and regi on.

I n Johor Baru, Information M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahmat reiteratedthat
the media i n Singapore was inciting Singaporeans to hate Ml aysi a.

Mohaned sai d whil e good rel ati ons had al ways prevail ed between t he two
countries, the republic's nedia was deliberately discrediting Mal aysia so
as to create a Ml aysi a-hating generation in Singapore.

"I reckon the action by the republic's media will not benefit Singapore
inthe end,” Mhaned said after sinultaneously opening t he Khadi j ah Mosque
and cel ebrations to mark t he Prophet Muhammad' s birthday i n Taman Ungku
Tun Anmi nah in Skudai near here today.

I n Si ngapore, a Singaporean | awmrmaker bl amed Mal aysi a for the si mering
di spute and sai d Mal aysia was using the city-state as a scapegoat.

"I f someone has a special intention to divert his country's failure to
deal with the econonic crisis onto Singapore, it is very unfair for all
Si ngapor eans, " | awraker Peh Chi n Hua was quoted i n the Sunday Ti nes as
sayi ng.

* SEE ALSO PAGES 2 & 20
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