12/ 08/ 1998

ClQposts at two spots "won't deter Singaporean visitors'

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The arrangenment where Ml aysi a's Cust ons,

I mmi gration and Quaranti ne checkpoi nt operates at Tanjong Pagar and

Si ngapore's at Wodl ands will not deter Singaporeans fromusing KTM Bhd' s
servi ces.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today this was
because KTMB provi ded "effici ent and beneficial services".

Abdul | ah said this after nmeetings between Laoti an and Ml aysi an
del egations at the Prine Mnister's Departnent. Visiting Laotian Prine
M ni st er Si savat h Keobounphanh | ed hi s del egati on while Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir headed t he Mal aysi an si de.

Abdul | ah sai d there was no reason for Singaporeans to stop using KTMB's
servi ces.

"l don't think the present arrangenment of havi ng t he Mal aysi an Cust omns,
I nmigration and Quarantine facilities in Tanjong Pagar and theirs in
Woodl ands wil |l create difficulties or deter Singaporeans fromusingthe
railway services," he said.

Abdul | ah' s remar ks cane a day after Singapore's MP for Boon Lay, Goh
Chee Wee advi sed Si ngaporeans not to use KTMB' s services "as t hey woul d
face bi gger problens" when they entered Ml aysi a.

He said as Mal aysian I mmigration officials in Tanjong Pagar did not
st anp passports, Singaporeans who entered Mal aysi a coul d be consi der ed
illegal immgrants.

Meanwhi | e, in Johor Baru, Mnister inthe Prinme Mnister's Departnent,
Dat uk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman, sai d both Mal aysi a and Si ngapor e shoul d | ook
for a solutionto the Tanjong Pagar i ssue wi thout acting enotionally.

He said they shoud practise noderation and be | evel - headed.

There are a l ot of ways to solve the problem"” he told reporters after
openi ng a new counter at Tabung Haji.
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