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PM 1've to check his declaration (HL)

Ashraf Abdul I ah

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
he needs to check whether fornmer Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad
Muhamrad Tai b has al ready decl ared the assets he owns in Australia.

"It is not a question of whether he is going to declare his assets now.
It is a question of whether he had that kind of assets when he nade his
decl aration (earlier).

"I want to check whether the assets that appear to be his which he
mentioned (in court) in Australia have already been declared," Dr Mahathir
said at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang today on his return
froma five-day working visit to Japan.

He was net on arrival by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali,

I nformati on M nister Datuk Seri Mharmed Rahmat and Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob

While in Tokyo Dr Mahathir nmet his Japanese counterpart Ryutaro
Hashi not o and delivered a keynote address on recovery of the Japanese and
East Asi an econonies at a synposi um organi sed by the Institute of
I nternati onal Monetary Affairs.

Asked whet her Muhammad woul d be required to declare his assets to himas
Umo president, Dr Mahathir said:

"One declares his assets to the Prime Mnister. The president (of Unmo)
does not ask for asset declarations. All Mnisters, Menteris Besar and
Chief Mnisters have to declare their assets to ne."

Muhamrad' s assets include a 4,400ha farmin Currajong Park, Queensland
worth A$3.7 million (RMB.8 nmillion), a plot of land worth A$460, 000 and a
bungal ow worth A$460, 000 on Sovereign Island, a NZ$500, 000 (RML mi|1lion)
house and two plots of |and valued at NZ$4 million in New Zeal and.

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment on a statenent by Umo secretary-
general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik yesterday that the fate of Mihammad as
party vice-president woul d depend on his declaration of assets to the
presi dent.

Sabbaruddi n said the deci sion was taken at the Umo managenent and
disciplinary commttee nmeeting chaired by deputy president Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi myest erday.

Dr Mahathir said he did not know what transpired at the meeting, but
added:

"There is a requirenent for Mnisters to declare their assets every two
years, especially when there is an increase or change."

Asked whet her Muhammad had decl ared his assets to himafter his case in
Australia was highlighted, Dr Mahathir said:

"No, | did not get any declaration nor do | renmenber receiving any asset
decl aration fromhim"

Asked when was the | ast tine Mihamad had decl ared his assets, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"I cannot renenber exactly. | have got many decl aration of assets to
| ook at."

Asked whet her he woul d meet Muhammad who had expressed his intention to
meet him Dr Mahathir said: "Well, | can see him He is still a party

menber, although he is on | eave as vice-president."

Muhammad was | ast week acquitted on two charges of falsely declaring the
money he took into Australia in Decenber 1996 and failing to declare nore
than A$1.2 million when he left the country.



District Court Judge Eric Pratt freed Muhanmad after the 12-man jury,
whi ch deliberated for al nbst five hours, returned a unani nous verdi ct of

not guilty.
The Anti-Corruption Agency said | ast week that it was stil
i nvestigati ng Muharmad, who resigned as Menteri Besar in April |ast year.
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