06/ 10/ 1998
Cl eaning up Penang' s image

Shukor Rahman

PENANG, once ticked of f by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
for being "a garbage dunp”, has not shown any change for the better after
the initial flurry brought about by the criticism

"I'n fact, the situation has becone worse," says State Youth Counci
secretary Haniffa Abdul Hamid. "There are still many areas where the
rubbi sh is not collected for days."

He sai d whil e the anount of rubbish discarded daily has increased
trenmendously with the i ncrease i n popul ati on, the nunicipal council has
drastical ly reduced t he nunber of | abourers invol ved i n garbage col | ection
and di sposal

"I'n nost areas, garbage is only coll ected every other day and a | abourer
is rotated between two areas. O course, the rubbish will pile up on "no
coll ection' days," he said.

Wth the i npendi ng La N na weat her phenonenon just around the corner, he
said, the authorities have been exhorting the people not to discard
rubbish in rivers, streanms and drai ns.

Rubbi sh is being dunped into drains at a rate faster than counci
workers can clear it. Anbong the things recovered were typewiters, ceiling
fans, tables, radi os, television sets, chairs and even a conputer.

"But the authorities nmust also share the blanme. There are still many
areas w thout the | arge roadside bins. Such a situation can only result in
i ndi scri m nate dunpi ng of rubbish," said Haniffa.

Even t he sea has not been spared. In July, fishermen hauled in 19 tonnes
of garbage fromthe sea within three weeks during a cl ean-up operation

The garbage found of f the 30mstretch of tourist belt fromPesiaran
@urney to Tel uk Bahang i ncl uded a cupboard, construction material, plastic
cont ai ners and bags, plywood, shoes, tin cans, bottles and cloth.

P. Bal an, advi ser to the Penang | nshore Fi shernen Wl fare Associ ati on
(PIFWA) said the fishernmen involvedinthe operation collected adaily
aver age of 900kg of garbage floating on the surface within a radi us of
500m fromthe shore

Jamal uddi n Hashim the cl ean-up project nmanager, said the bul k of the
gar bage was found between Pesi aran Gurney and Tanj ung Tokong.

"W believe that nost of the garbage was brought down from Sunga
Jel utong, Sungai Perai and George Town's drains," he said.

The muni ci pal council has [ aunched a speci al operation using heavy
machi nery to cl ear waterways in preparation for La N na.

Ur ban Services Department director Zolkifly Che Din said power jets were
used to sluice the drains of clogged natter while Autonmatic Qully Enptier
(AGE) units woul d suck out sludge fromthe drains.

State Tourism Culture, Arts and Wnren Devel opnent Conmi ttee chai rman
Dat uk Kee Phai k Cheen exhorted the people not to dunp their garbage in
rivers, drains or the sea

"What you throwin the river will return to your doorstep during
fl oods," she warned.

Trader Fadzil Kadirshah of Air Itamsaid residents in Air |tam
(especially those near the market) and Kanpung Mel ayu are still di sposing
their garbage in the river

"There is no change in their attitude and they are still carrying on
with their bad, dirty habits," he said.

Busi ness executive Chuah Beng Poh of Bagan Jernal said although there is



a slight inprovenent in certain areas, nore effective canpai gns shoul d be
carried out to overcone negative attitudes.

"I have seen people in BMA throwi ng out fruit skins and ot her rubbish
as they drive along. Surely it is not too difficult for themto have a
plastic bag in the car in which all their rubbish can be deposited - and
| ater di sposed of at honme or at rubbish dunps?" he said.

Busi nessman Barry Khoo of Lebuh Macal l umsaid highrise flat dwellers
there were still throw ng things down w thout caring about injuring
passers-by or damagi ng property.

"I'n recent incidents of objects being thrown fromabove, a boy was
injured by a chair and a woman suffered head i njuries froma broonstick,"
he said.

"In general, the situation still |eaves alot to be desired. Although
adequate bins are provided, some are still discarding rubbish everywhere
i ncl udi ng drains."

Executive Richard Lee of Bandar Baru Air Itamsaid it was hightinme the
authorities take action in sprucing up the R fl e Range and Kanpung Mel ayu
flats.

"These are anong the older flats in Penang and the conditions are quite
depl orabl e wi th rubbi sh bei ng di scarded everywhere. Rubbi sh as well as
ot her objects are still being thrown down fromabove," he said.
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