28/ 08/ 1998
Cl eanliness drive to be enhanced

Tony Enmanuel

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The national cleanliness canpaign will be enhanced
to reduce possi bl e flash fl oods expected during the com ng nonsoon season
and La N na weat her phenonenon.

Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said the
nmove was necessary as cl ogged drains and canals were identified as a maj or
cause of flash fl oods during downpours.

Renm nders fromthe M nistry have been sent out to | ocal authorities on
t he need t o enphasi se cl eanliness within their respective jurisdictions.

"We have advi sed the respective | ocal authorities to initiate gotong-
royong cl eanl i ness canpai gns, drawi ng assi stance fromthe private sector
and non-governmental organi sations."

Ti ng was speaking after presenting a RMLO nmillion contribution to Kual a
Lunmpur Dat uk Bandar Tan Sri Kamaruzzaman Sharif at City Hall today.

The contribution was in |ieu of assessment rates on governnent buil di ngs
inthe city.

Al so present was City Hall director-general Datuk Nordin Razak and
Donesti ¢ Trade and Consuner Affairs Parlianmentary Secretary Dat uk Tan Chai
Ho, who i s al so Bandar Tun Razak Menber of Parlianent.

On the cl eanl i ness canpai gn, Kanaruzzaman said City Hall has set aside
an additional RM.5 mllion, to the annual RV6 million budget, to clean up
drains in the city.

Ting said the national cleanliness canpai gn, |aunched by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | ast August, was to enhance the nation's
i mage.

"Wth |l andscapi ng efforts undertaken by City Hall, we would be able to
achi eve our garden-in-the-city objective by the turn of the century.”

He al so said all the respective agencies, including the Fire and Rescue
Depart ment, had been instructed to be prepared to respond to flash fl oods.

"Fromreports nade avail abl e to us, we expect heavy rainfall, due to the
La N na weat her phenomenon, sonetine in Cctober,” he said.

He added that initial reports indicated that Sabah and Sar awak
wer eexpected to face the wath of the phenonenon nore than the peninsul a.

Fol | owi ng t he cheque presentation, Ting al so presented a nodel of a
user-friendly public toilet conceptualised by the Mnistry and approved by
the Governnent.

"We are planning to introduce the standard design toilets nationw de,"
he said.
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