25 APR 1998
Commpnweal t h- cer enoni es
CLOSED- DOOR AFFAI R FOR COMMONWEALTH GAMES DRESS REHEARSALS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 25 (Bernama) -- The two dress rehearsals for the
multi-mllion ringgit opening and cl osing cerenonies of the 16th Kual a
Lunpur Commonweal th Ganmes here on Septenber will be closed to the public,
said Mnister of Youth and Sports Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin here today.

He said the first rehearsal on Sept 6 will only be witnessed by
sel ected peopl e including Cabinet mnisters while and the second on Sept 9
woul d be witnessed by the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Both the cerenonies, which cost about RM5 million, will be held at the
100, 000 capacity main stadiumat Bukit Jalil. The Ganes is scheduled from
Sept 11 to 21.

Muhyi ddi n said the dress rehearsals would be cl osed-door affairs so
that the public will have an el enent of surprise at both the cerenonies.

"The cerenonies will be historical events. Ml aysians should not mss
the exciting shows which will have | ocal technol ogy and expertise, |ight
and sound and ot her effects,” he told reporters after hearing a briefing
fromthe Sukom Qpening and C osing Cerenoni es Conmittee here.

Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Berhad, the organisers of the Ganes, would sel
about 60,000 tickets each for the opening and cl osing cerenonies, said
Muhyi ddi n.

He said each spectator at the stadiumwould be given a bag of goodies
that would include flash-lights, ribbons and other things that would all ow
themto join in the sing-along sessions and other interesting activities.

"W want the spectators to blend thenselves into the cerenpnies...not
just sit there and watch. |1'm sure each spectator will |eave the stadi um
with fond nenories," he added.

Muhyi ddin said the mlitary precision nmovenents during the various
events lined up coupled with |light and sound special effects, internationa
singers and the thene show "Aur di Tebing" (which synbolises unity and
strength) would be a | egacy of the Ganes.

The "Aur di Tebing" show, a mnusical performance, would depict Ml aysian
hi storical events such as the independence, and other aspects of local life
like the multi-racial culture and unity. The show woul d | ast about 45
m nut es.

He said the entire opening cerenony would | ast two-and-a-half-hours and
woul d be put up by 13,000 people.

The openi ng cerenony on Sept 11 will be graced by the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong, Tuanku Jaafar, while the closing cerenony on Sept 21 will be
of ficiated by Queen Elizabeth, the head of the Comonwealth.

The Conmonweal t h Ganes Federation (CG&) President, Prince Edward, will
read the Queen's nmessage contained in the baton

On the international artistes' performance at the closing cerenony,
Muhyi ddi n sai d, anmong the cast that the organisers are talking to are
British pop star, Rod Stewart, Indian star Alisha and Ireland's all-fenale
group Corr.

"Qur local artistes will also join the international cast," he said.

On school children involved in the cerenonies, Mihyiddin said they would
be from schools in Kuala Lunmpur, Selangor, Negeri Senbilan and Johor. --
Ber nana
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