19/ 03/ 1998
Club to groomyoung conput er software programers | aunched

Franci s Dass

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The M crosoft-New Straits Ti nes Mal aysi an Young
Programers C ub whi ch was | aunched today, will provide the youngest and
keenest of minds the tools to create conputer software.

Led by mentors who are professional software devel opers, they will be
nurtured to formthe next generation of |leaders in the local IT industry.

The club was | aunched by Bill Gates, chairman and CEO of software gi ant
M crosoft Corporation, who hinself started conputer software progranm ng
at the age of 11, and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the
Prime M nister's Departnent.

MyPC, is a virtual club targeted at children aged 12 to 15 who are
interested in witing conmputer software programes.

It is believed to be the first of its kind in Ml aysia and, possibly,
the worl d.

Gates, in a statenent said: "M/PCis a tinely investnent in the younger
generation of Ml aysia who are critical to the future and success of the
M5C and the nation."

Through the club, youngsters will be given guidance on howto wite and
create software progranmes by qualified volunteers fromthe local IT
i ndustry who will act as their nentors.

"It provides a great opportunity to discover hidden talent in young
Mal aysi ans interested i n programm ng and software devel opnent.

"Graduates fromthis programe will al nost be ensured of a headstart in
software application devel opment, and they will help propel Ml aysia into
beconming a nultinmedia test bed and origi nator of technol ogi es, as opposed
to nmerely a manufacturing or distribution base for IT."

Gates was in Kuala Lunmpur on a one-day visit as part of a regional tour.

MyPC ai nms to di scover and groom |l ocal applications' software devel opers
froma young age, by having nmenbers and nentors of the club communicate
over the Internet.

Besi des being virtual, the club will al so conduct progranm ng canps to
all ow nenbers and their mentors to neet and exchange i deas.

The club is sponsored and organi sed by the New Straits Tines Sdn Bhd,

M crosoft (M Sdn Bhd and Brave & Bold Sdn Bhd (a subsidiary of Patinmas
Conputers Bhd). NST will support the club's activities and provide a w de
audi ence reach through the nation's flagship daily, the New Straits Ti nes.

M crosoft Mal aysia has pledged to invest RML mllion in software and
training resources for MyPC over the next three years, while Brave & Bol d,
an interactive content devel oper and MSC-status conpany, will manage the
cl ub.

During the Press conference, New Straits Tinmes group editor Datuk A
Kadir Jasin al so announced that RHB Bank had pl edged RMb0, 000 towards the
managenent of the club. The pl edge was nmade by executive chairman of
Rashi d Hussai n Bhd, Tan Sri Rashi d Hussain, this norning.

Kadi r said he was confident there are nany talented children who are
prime candi dates for the club and hoped nore sponsors will join the
pr ogr anme.

He added the organi sers hoped to attract up to 1,000 nenbers.

Kadir added that menbership of the club will reflect the ethnic
conmposition of the country, allowing talented children fromboth rural and
ur ban backgrounds to join MyPC.

Club nenbers will be selected by the organisers fromthe fornms submtted



by i nterested candi dat es.

Aptitude tests will be conducted and nmenbership fees will be inposed.
The entry formwill be carried daily in the New Straits Tines for a week,
after which it will appear weekly in the Life & Tines section of the paper
for a nonth.

Inforned of the formation of the club in Ml aysia, senior vice-president
of data architecture at US-based MCI Communi cati ons Corporation, Dr Vinton
G Cerf said via e-mail:

"I think this (the club) is terrific ... it is the right tinme to involve
kids in the business of programm ng - we need nore progranmers than we
have right now "

Dr Cerf, a co-inventor of the Transm ssion Control Protocol/Internet
Prot ocol technology, is recognised by the IT industry as being the father
of the Internet.

Sof t war e programre devel opers keen on joining the club's nentoring
programre can e-nmail infonsia@ri crosoft.comor mypc@ebol d. com ny.
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