17/ 10/ 1998
CNBC Asi a' s irresponsi bl e presentati ons of events in Ml aysi a

K. Devi
I AMa regul ar viewer of CNBC Asi a. Needl ess to say, during the current
problens in Mal aysia, | have without fail switched on to CNBC Asi a.

Let me make it clear fromthe start that | amnot siding any party
anywhere. | amjust an ordinary citizen of this country with, | believe, a
| ogi cal and rational mnd. And normally, | woul d have | et things be as
they are. But events of the past few weeks conpel me to wite this letter.

CNBC Asi a, in ny opinion, has behaved in a very irresponsi bl e manner in
its presentation of facts regardi ng the recent events in Ml aysi a.

To a rational person, it is nore than obvious that the presentation of
facts was one-si ded.

It was plain disgusting to see a TV concern |i ke CNBC Asi a t aki ng si des
so openly. Yet when accused of taking sides, it tells white-faced lies
that it was only carrying out fair and bal anced reporting.

| amdi sappointed with CNBC Asia as it has shown itself clearly to be
chil dish, i mmature and bordering on the ridicul ous.

As | watch CNBC Asia daily, | beginto get the picture whichis getting
clearer by the day - that it is purposely going all out to denounce
Mal aysi a.

I't insinuates whenever possible, it keeps repeating excerpts of
i ntervi ews wher e sonebody, sonmewhere has sai d sonet hi ng detri mental about
Mal aysi a.

It apparently derives extrene pleasure in talking about the negative
aspects of capital controls and keeps interview ng peopl e about the
matter.

On Cct 13, CNBC Asi a showed two short excerpts of the speech nmade by
Phi | i ppi ne President Joseph Estrada.

The first excerpt showed hi mdecl aring that the Philippines woul d never
practise capital controls (who is begging themto?) as it would lead to
bl ack marketeering ..

The second excer pt showed hi mmaki ng sarcastic i nsinuations as to
whet her he woul d be attending the com ng Asia-Pacific Econonmic sumit in
Kual a Lunpur.

But what shocked nme was the sound of sharp, trenmendous appl ause t hat
foll owed both these excerpts of his speech. Both tinmes, the sound of the
appl ause was uncannily the sane. It was extrenely strange that CNBC Asi a
never showed the audi ence!

| amvery sure that this | oud deafening appl ause I heard (the very same
on bot h occasi ons) was a nonitored appl ause, and not orignial!

CNBC Asia, | amafraid, you have gone too far. You now have a vendetta
agai nst Mal aysi a. Mahat hi r-bashi ng has changed i nt o Mal aysi a- bashi ng!

CNBC Asi a, you know next to nothing about the conplex governing of a
multi-racial country. You don't seemto realise why it is that in Ml aysia
we do not approve of holding illegal assenblies, especially those that can
lead to potential rioting.

The Governnment of this country is a very responsi bl e one. Ml aysi a
sinply cannot afford race riots.

O late CNBC Asia, | notice that you seemto be suffering fromsone ki nd
of deep obsession. Never a day passes w t hout you purposely airing sone
sarcastic or negative informati on about Ml aysi a.

Per haps CNBC Asia, | could give you sone exanpl es of matters that you
could air on your screen in the near future. Repeat at half-hourly



intervals the fol |l owi ng:

* Detailed interviews with Mnica Lew nsky;

* Dig into the past of Paula Jones;

* Discuss the reasons as to why the First Lady of America is away on her
weddi ng anni versary;

* Tal k at great |ength about the bailing out of billions of American
dollars for failing hedge funds and al so di scuss the i mredi ate future of
other failing hedge funds;

* Tel | why CNBC Asi a never criticises Singapore;

Di scuss Joseph Estrada's past social life;

Tal k about the failings of the Habi bi e Governnent;

The shaky position of John Howard in Australia; and,

Last but not | east, what Amesty International said about the absence
of human rights in Anerica.

It is my personal belief that Malaysiawill finally weather all these
attacks and cone out of them stronger than ever.

G ven its past records and achi evenents, this is one country you can't
put down for long. If you study its history, you will come to realise just
howresilient it is. | was born and bred in this country and | have
tremendous faith init.

Long live Mal aysi a!
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