26 JAN 1998
Col onbi a- Support
COLOVBI A PLEDGES TO SUPPORT MALAYSIA'S UN BID

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- Colonmbia will support Ml aysia' s bid
to gain one of the non-permanent seats of the United Nations' Security
Counci | for 1999-2001, its Foreign Mnister Dr Maria Emma Mejia Vel ez said
t oday.

"We are sure that Malaysia can play a very inportant role as a
non- per manent nenber of the Security Council,” she said at a nedia
conference after talks with her Ml aysian counterpart, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi , here.

She expressed the hope that, |ikew se, Mal aysia would continue to give
her country its full backing in the Latin Arerican country's quest to
become one of the nenbers of the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec)
forumafter the lifting of a 10-year noratorium on nmenbership which begins
this year.

The adm ssion of three new nenbers of Apec -- Russia, Vietnamand Peru
-- will take place at the grouping' s sixth summt here in Novenber.

The two ministers al so exchanged views on the Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM over the issue of UN reformparticularly the Security Council.

Col onbi a currently holds the presidency of NAM

Dr Mejia, who is the mnister representing Col onbia's chairmanshi p of
NAM nade it clear that NAM was of the view that the devel opi ng world nust
be represented in the Security Council if it was to be expanded.

On Col onbi a- Mal aysi a rel ati ons, she said her country would continue to
expand bilateral trade which currently stands at about US$39 million a
year.

Col onbi an exports to Mal aysi a include fungicides, steel and machinery
whi | e Mal aysi a exports conputers parts, palmoil and rubber products to
Col ombi a.

She said Col ombia woul d explore the posibility of exporting its wide
range of coffee products to Malaysia in the future.

Dr Mejia also said with Malaysia's help, Col onbia planned to increase
the size of its oil palmplantation from 140,000 hectares to 200, 000
hectares within the next five years.

On the current Asian economc and financial crisis, she expressed
admration on the will of all levels of Mlaysians to overcomne the
country's setbacks.

"You'll do whatever solutions you'll find within the region...| think
it will be a bit painful but you'll overcone the pain," she said.

Dr Mejia said the issue of using Ml aysian and Col onbi an currencies in
bilateral trade m ght be discussed at her nmeeting with Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad tonorrow.

On Col onbia's drug trade, she said the government had nmanaged to
eradi cate 43,000 hectares of coca plantations this year with plans to
elimnate 70,000 hectares nore.

"W seemto be at least finding a way to solve the drug probl em which
is affecting so many young kids in many countries in the world through the
activities of drug dealers from Col onbi a and other countries,” she said.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul | ah said that they al so di scussed the possibility of
havi ng an agreenent on the avoi dance of double taxation to facilitate
bilateral trade.
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