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Col ourful stars draw the crowd

SOwhat is it that draws the crowd to the stadi uns.

Isit the stars? O the sport? O is it a good showi ng by the
Mal aysi ans?

Sone believe it is just the Conmonweal t h Ganes, the second bi ggest event
inthe world after the d ynpics.

"I think it is a conbination of factors. The nedi a hype on the 100m was
a mpjor a factor," said Sukomnarketing director Rosli Sel amat.

Sukom sol d about 58, 000 tickets on the day when the 100mwas run at the
Nat i onal Stadi um

"At 7.45pmwe stopped selling," said Rosli.

"Add anot her 10,000 - those holding complinentary tickets, vol unteers,
of ficials and hel pers. W reckon the crowd was 60, 000 for the 100m"

It was the biggest ever for an athletic event in the region. Sone say
even in the world.

"I think even the A ynpics cannot attract such a crowd," sai d Nashat ar
Si ngh, Sukom s director of operations, who has been to si x A ynpic Ganes.

M nd you, sone 300 netres away 13,000 fans packed the Hockey Stadiumto
see Mal aysi a beat Canada and about the same time the Acquatic Centre was
packed wi th 6, 000 peopl e who wi tnessed the | ast day's sw nmi ng acti on.

Thousands nore were milling around the mamot h Bukit Jalil Conpl ex,
providing a festival |ike atnosphere.

In fact other sports, with the exception of boxing and shooting, are
Wi t nessi ng capacity crowds.

Mal aysi ans and foreigers are flocking to see the best in action. In all
venues one can feel the euphoria and adrenalin flow ng.

"You can feel the fever. The Games spirit. Though it isalittleto late
inthe day," said former Sports Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Sukomsai d suddenly there is a rush for tickets. Thousands are turning
up daily to buy tickets for the athletics programe.

Tickets for nost events the next three days have been sold out.

So it reminds us of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's
remar ks t hat Mal aysi ans have a tendency of buying tickets at the | ast
m nut e.

Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Hasmah Mohanmed Ali and the Yang di Pertuan
Agong are regul ars.

They have visited practically all venues, rendering support to Mal aysi an
athl et es.
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