07/ 05/ 1998
Committee to decide date for official opening of KLIA

Asi ah Buj ang

THE Transport M nistry's special comittee will determ ne the exact date
for the official opening cerenony of the new Kual a Lunpur I nternational
Airport (KLIA) in Sepang.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the RV billion
airport, to be opened by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, was originally
schedul ed to begi n operation in June but this has been deferred due to
reasons such as the recent forest fires near the airport.

"The committee will organi se the cerenonial arrangenment for the offici al
opening,"” he told  reporters after the weekly Cabi net neeting at his office
in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The conmittee conprises KL International Airport Bhd (KLI AB), Ml aysia
Ai rports Bhd, the Departnent of Gvil Aviation (DCA) and the mnistry's
top officials.

Dr Ling said the conmittee wel comes interested parties' contribution
t owar ds t he snmoot h runni ng of the opening cerenony.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad is expected to deliver the
keynot e address at the cerenony.

Bernama reports: A group of haj pilgrinms becane the first passengers to
| and at the KLI Awhen the Transmile Air aircraft bringing themback from
Mecca touched down at the airport at 8.40am yesterday.

They were greeted on arrival by Deputy Transport M ni ster Datuk Mohaned
Al'i Rustam Ml aysia Airports Bhd chairman Tan Sri Basir Ismail and KLI AB
chairman Tan Sri Cifford Herbert.

Most of the passengers, who are fromKel antan, later continued their
journey on another aircraft to Kota Baru.

Al'i said the handling of the passengers proceeded snoothly, show ng t hat
the KLIAis ready for full operation as schedul ed next nonth.

"The time taken for immgrati on checks was fast and on par wi th that of
the best airport in the world," he added.

The commander of the flight, Captain Mal chow Kenneth, said his first
| andi ng at the KLI A was very snoot h.

"lts was a snmooth landing. | was guided well by the tower and had no
problemat all adjusting to the newairport,” said the captain, who has 32
years flying experience and has | anded at al nost all the international
airports in the world.

He said the KLIA is as good as other well-known airports in the world,

i ncludi ng those in New York, Atlanta and Europe.

"I amvery very inpressed with the termnal which | nmust say is the best
inthe region," he said, adding that he was | ooki ng forward to naki ng nore
| andi ngs at the KLIA
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