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5 working committees to study I T-related matters

Kamar ul Yunus

THE National |nformation Technol ogy Council (NI TC) has set up five working
comm ttees to study probl ens and chal | enges pertaining to i nformation
technol ogy (I1T).

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who disclosed this
yesterday, said the conmttees will carry out indepth studies to seek
solutions to I T-rel ated probl ens as the country enters the next
m || enni um

Speaki ng to newsnen after chairing the NITC neeting in Kuala Lunpur
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the five committees are E-public services, E-
conmuni ty, E-learning, E-econony and E-sovereignty.

Dr Mahathir said the 26-nenber N TC al so di scussed the progress of IT in
the country, particularly the Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC) project.

On the MBC, the Prime M nister said the progress of the project is ahead
of schedule and is not affected by the capital control neasures
i mpl ement ed on Sept enber 1.

"W have seen progress, nore than what we expect and ahead of our
target, in terns of investnents and devel opnents," he added.

Meanwhi | e, Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp executive chairman Tan Sri O hnan
Yeop Abdul l ah said there are currently 175 MSC-status conpanies with total
i nvestnents of about RMB billion. O these conpanies, 109 are al ready
operational .

"Qur initial target is to have 200 MSC- st atus conpani es by 2000. But it
appears that we will exceed that target," he added.

On "Virtual Commonweal th", a video conferencing involving several world
personalities, Dr Mahathir said the purpose is to bring people from
various countries to discuss the future of the world.

"We want to bring people together to talk |ike reasonabl e human bei ngs,
about the future of this world. So we will have tel e-conference and we
wi Il discuss with responsi bl e people about real things ... about the truth
and the future of this world, the advent of IT and all that,"” he added.

Led by the Prine Mnister hinself, the video conferencing will involve
an on-site panel and world personalities. Scheduled to be | aunched this
Tuesday, "Virtual Commonweal th” will link Kuala Lunpur with Brussels
(Bel gium, CGeneva (Switzerland), Washington D.C., Canbridge and New York
in the US

Foreign participants at the video conferencing are Wrld Bank vice
president of East Asia and Pacific M Jean-M chel Severino, European
Commi ssi oner for Industrial Affairs, I T and Tel econmuni cati ons M Martin
Bangermann, UN Conference on Trade and Devel opnent secretary-general M
Rubens Ri cupero, Dr Joseph S. Nye of Harvard University and M Brian
Urquhart, a Schol ar-1n-Resi dence at the Ford Foundati on, |nternational
Affairs Programre in New YorKk.
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