03 OCT 1998
Mahat hi r - Commonweal t h
COVMONVEALTH GAMES PROVED MALAYSI A' S CAPABI LI TIES- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad toni ght
expressed the governnent's appreciation and hi ghest esteemto the
Commonweal th Ganes ' 98 volunteers, the many people who canme to watch the
ganmes and all those who helped in one way or another to ensure its success.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysia's success in organising and conducti ng
t he ganes threw open greater opportunities for the country to achi eve even
bi gger successes in various fields including the world of sports.

Even those who initially cast doubts on Malaysia's ability to host the
event, in the end conceded that the 16th Conmonweal th Ganes in Kual a Lunpur
was the best games ever, Dr Mahat hir said.

"This proves our abilities, proves Ml aysia Can," he said at a dinner
at the Stadi um Nasional, National Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil in honour
of the volunteers and others involved in the games.

He al so attributed the success of the ganes to the 20,000 vol unteers,
apart fromthe athletes and the people who paid to watch the ganes.

The Ganes were held from Sept 11 to 21.

The Prime Mnister also paid particular praise to the Sokagakkai team
whi ch was responsible for the "flip card" display. for its high standard of
di sci pline.

"Many guests including foreign dignitaries thought that the flip card
di spl ay i nvol ved nechani cal technol ogy but I have to state that behind the
flip cars there were people,” he said.

Menbers of the teamwere so |oyal and disciplined to the extent of
sitting for six hours to put up their display, he said.

"We are proud of you," said Dr Mahathir to | oud appl ause and expressed
t he hope that others would emul ate such hi gh discipline.

The Prime Mnister also congratulated the athletes for their
overwhel m ng success.

Dr Mahathir said he hinmself did not expect Malaysia to win up to 10
gol d nmedal s apart from 14 silver and 12 bronze.

"W were fourth anong 70 Commonweal th countries sonething which we did
not even dream" he said.

Dr Mahat hir hoped Mal aysi an athl etes woul d practi se even harder to
achi eve A ynpic status.

Apart from eyeing the A ynpics, Milaysian athletes should al so aimfor
success at the SEA Ganes and Asi an Ganes, he added.

At the function the Prine Mnister presented awards to Ml aysi an
athl etes who won nedals in the Kuala Lunmpur 16t h Conmonweal th Ganes, the
second bi ggest sports event in the world hosted for the first time in Asia.
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