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Commonweal t h- Anyaoku
COMWONWEALTH TO CONTI NUE BUI LDI NG DEMOCRACY, SAYS CHI EF ANYACKU

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bernama) -- The Commonwealth will continue its
focus on buil ding denocracy, good governnent and working for sustainable
econom ¢ devel opnment in the next mllennium its Secretary-General, Chief
Eneka Anyaoku, said today.

However, it would al so face new i ssues and chal | enges such as
environnent al destruction and international crinme as the increasing
wor | dwi de probl ens required gl obal solutions, he said.

"Looking to the future, the contribution the Cormmonweal th makes to
tol erance and understanding will be expressed in ternms not just of service
to its nmenbers, but in terns of its service to the wider internationa
community," he said in a keynote address on "The Conmmonweal th at 50" at the
Commonweal th Press Union's biennial conference, here.

The four-day conference which begins today was opened by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Anyaoku said the Commonweal th, as a buil der of bridges between
communities, countries and regions at all |evels of devel opnent, could set
an exanple for others to foll ow

He gave a brief history of the Comobnwealth as well as its progress
since its establishnent in April 1949.

The Conmonweal th's foundation was laid by the prinme mnisters of
Australia, Canada, New Zeal and, South Africa, |India, Pakistan and Ceyl on
(now Sri Lanka) together with Britain.

"From t he begi nning, we were an association conmtted to raci al
equal ity and national self-determnation. As such, we becane a natura
choice for many of the world' s new nations.

"We revelled then in our diversity and we still do, be it cultural
constitutional or ethnic," Anyaoku said.

He said the Commonweal th's nost successful and innovative venture, used
by over 40 countries, was to design a software package for devel opi ng
countries to manage their foreign debt |oad where it cal cul ated repaynent
terns, interest rates and showed the interest that could be saved by
refi nanci ng expensive | oans.

The Conmonweal th, with its experience in understandi ng and managi ng
diversity, could help provide an exanple for cooperation and devel opnent
for the rest of the world into the new mllennium he said.
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