03/ 06/ 1998

Commonweal th Press Uni on nmeeti ng

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Malaysia will host the Conmonweal th Press Union's
bi enni al conference themed The Eye of the Tiger and the editors' forum
preceding it in Cctober.

The conference, expected to be attended by over 150 del egates fromthe
53 Comonweal th countries, will be opened by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. Commonweal t h Secret ary- General Chi ef Eneka Anyaoku wi| |
al so address the conference to be held at the new Mandarin Oiental Hotel.

The editors' forumw Il be held at Universiti Sains Ml aysia in Penang
fromCct 21 to 23, and the conference in Kual a Lunpur fromQCct 26 to 29.

CPU s executive director Mark Robi nson said the decisionto hold the two
events at different venues was to enable the editors to see the
attractions of Ml aysi a.

"The first editors' forumwas successfully held in Capetown, South
Africa two years ago and we decided to repeat it in Malaysiathis year,"
he said at a Press conference at the National Press C ub today.

For the conference, the opening day will focus on the problens and
achi evenent s of Sout heast Asia i ncluding the econoni c situation, socio-
political issues, the environnment and i nformati on superhi ghway. The rest
of the conference will see discussion on Press freedomand human rights,
the Press union's future role, and the future of news and traditional
nedi a.

Its Mal aysi an section chai rman Dat uk A Kadir Jasin said Mal aysi a was
proud to host the conference for the first tinme.

"I't's an i nmportant conference as it brings together the nmedi a of
countries which have a shared history. The Press union is a conponent of
the co-operation within the Conmmonweal th," said Kadir who i s al so New
Straits Tinmes Sdn Bhd group editor.

A maj or sponsor of the conference and forumis Ml aysia Airlines which
wi Il provide free passage for 20 del egates fromdevel opi ng countries and
special rates for the others.
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