13/ 09/ 1998
Concentrate on reviving econony, urges Keng Yai k

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Gerakan today advi sed Mal aysi ans not be be
"sidetracked" by the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromhis
positions as Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance M nister but instead
concentrate on reviving the country's econony.

Its president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said the public shoul d not
allowthe political problemto divert their attention fromthe current
economi ¢ downturn

"W can bring about an early recovery if we fully concentrate on it
al one. Mal aysi ans nust renai n focused," he said after chairing Gerakan's
central committee nmeeting at Menara PGRMt oday.

He said Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had worked hard to
revive the econony by taking various neasures.

On the sacking of Anwar, Limsaid the nove was necessary to protect the
image and integrity of the nation

"During the central committee neeting, all nenbers unani nously supported
Dr Mahathir's decision to sack Anwar.

"W believe the Prime M nister has every reason to nake this decision
He had nade hi s reasons cl ear and we agree t hat sexual m sconduct is a
good enough reason."

He sai d Gerakan al so fully supported t he measures i ntroduced by the
Government on capital and currency controls.

"The party al so supports t he appoi ntment of Sal onon Smith Barney as
advi sers on economni c recovery.

Limsaid the party was behind the Prine Mnister in everything he did.

"This is because we are confident he will do the right thing. Dr
Mahat hir has the country's best interests at heart when he nmakes
deci sions, whether it be political or econom cal.

"At tines, Mal aysi ans thensel ves m ght have doubted the Prine Mnister's
views but over tine, his views have been proven right," said Lim

He sai d t he new measures ni ght necessitate sacrifices and bring about
i nconveni ences, but it could not be deni ed that the nmeasures were wor ki ng.

"We are getting support even fromthose who initially criticised Dr
Mahat hir's views. The ringgit has been stabilised and genui ne i nvestors
can plan their actions carefully.”
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