21 JUL 1998
Mahat hir - econony
DON T CONDEMN | NDONESI A, CHI NESE DAI LI ES AND DAP TOLD

SEREMBAN, July 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has advi sed | ocal Chi nese-| anguage newspapers and the opposition
DAP not to use the country to condem | ndonesia for the riots which erupted
after the economic crisis hit the republic recently.

"This is not the way for us to help the people in Indonesia," he said
addressing party | eaders of the governing Barisan Nasional coalition,
community chiefs, heads of organi sation and seni or governnment officials at
a gathering at the nunicipal hall here.

The function was the last on the prine minister's itinerary for his
one-day working visit to Negeri Senbil an today.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Bari san Nasional chairman, said an i deal way
to help the Indonesians would be to persuade themto initiate a wealth
distribution nmechanismfor all the republic's ethnic groups.

"I appeal to Chinese newspapers and the DAP not to use Malaysia to
condem | ndonesia for its internal problem This is not good," the prine
nm ni ster said.

Dr Mahathir said the rioting and | ooting of Chinese-owned shops in
| ndonesi a occurred because nost of the business were in the hands of the
Chi nese and | ndonesi a | acked a policy like Malaysia' s New Econom ¢ Policy
(NEP) of wealth-sharing between indi genous and non-i ndi genous | ndonesi ans.

"I"'mquite worried that in Malaysia there are efforts by the Chinese
newspapers and the DAP to condemm I ndonesia for the riots which destroyed
many Chi nese-owned shops, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d because business in Indonesia was controlled by the
Chi nese, indigenous | ndonesians not havi ng enough noney to buy goods
resorted to rioting and | ooted Chi nese-owned shops.

He sai d I ndonesi a has been severely inpoverished |l eaving 24 mllion
peopl e jobl ess because of the currency crisis triggered off by currency
traders.

The prime mnister rem nded Mal aysi ans that they too woul d have to be
wary so as not "to be swept away by the currents”.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d not see such rioting because the
governnent had rectified the inbal ances by introduci ng the NEP

The prime mnister said Mal aysi a had extended various sorts of
assi stance including financial aid and nmedical supplies to help alleviate
the sufferings of the Indonesians while currency traders chose to totally
i gnore their hardshi ps.

Dr Mahathir al so said the understandi ng and cooperati on between the
government and t he peopl e had enabl ed the country overcone vari ous
pr obl ens.

He said the racial riots of 1969 had taught the nation to promul gate
policies that could nurture inter-racial cooperation and minimse racial
di f f erences.

Mal aysi a, he said, was now being regarded as the nore advanced anobng
devel oping countries and | ooked upon by many third world countries as a
nmodel of how a backward country could inprove itself.

"This is because the governnment gets strong support fromthe people..
we can determ ne the policies that can make us progressive," he said.

He said the current economic crisis following the ringgit's
depreci ati on was caused by currency traders and not the governnent as
claimed by the foreign nmedia which accused it of |acking transparency,



corruption and nepotism

"If the governnent is no good, things would have gone bad a long tine
ago. How cone things suddenly turn bad, why has the ringgit not fall a | ong
time ago," he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that the nation, however, still persevered and could
take care of itself as Ml aysi ans have beconme w ser and understood the
si tuati on.
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