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Mahat hi r - Congr ess
CONGRESSMEN' S DRAFT RESOLUTI ON ON MAHATHI R | S THEI R PERSONAL VI EW

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- The draft resolution urging Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mbhamad to tender a public apology or resign as Prime Mnister
of Malaysia for his alleged anti-Jewi sh statenments represents the personal
views of the United States Congressnmen involved in crafting the resol ution.

According to the visiting Chairman of the United States House of
Representatives National Security Conmittee Floyd Spence the resolution did
not have the support of the majority of the Congressnmen and nerely
represented the views of the 34 congressnen invol ved.

"Enci k Spence nerely touched on the resolution issue during his tal ks
with the Prime Mnister. They did not dwell on it at length,” said Foreign
M ni ster Under Secretary Mhamad Arshad Hussein when briefing reporters on
the tal ks between Dr Mhat hir and Spence who headed a ni ne- menber
del egation fromthe US Congress. The talks were held at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

The US Congressnen are in Malaysia for two days as part of their
Austral -Asian tour. They will also visit Jakarta and Australi a.

The 34 US Congressnen headed by Robert Wexler (Denocrat-Florida), cane
up with a draf resolution | ast October.

Dr Mahathir had since said on several occasions that he was not
anti-Jewi sh and that his statenent had been m sinterpreted.

Mohd Arshad said Spence (Republican-South Carolina) had informed the
Prime Mnister that no nenber of his del egation supported the resol ution.

"It is purely the views of the congressnmen invol ved and does not
reflect the views of the United States Congress.”

O her nmenbers of the del egation are Herbert Batenman
(Republican-Virginia), Omen Pickett (Republican-Virginia), Tillie Fow er
(Republican-Florida), John M Mhugh (Denocrat-Pennsyl vani a), Paul MHal e
(Denocr at - Pennsyl vani a), Lindsey O G aham (Republican-South Carolina), Van
H |l eary (Republican-Tennessee) and John M ca (Republican-Florida). Al so
present was United States Anbassador to Malaysia John R Mallott.

Mohd Arshad said the Prime Mnister told the US Congressnen that
Mal aysi a was confortable with the present US mlitary presence in the
regi on.

However any increase in the size of its mlitary presence could give
rise to concern, he had said.

"The Prime Mnister also expressed Mal aysia's satisfaction with the
level of mlitary cooperation with the US particularly in inpleneting joint
exercises."

According to Mohd Arshad the US Congressnen were inpressed with
Mal aysia's efforts to develop despite cutting its budget by up to 20 per
cent.

In this respect, Dr Mahathir was thankful for the loyalty, solidarity
and the willingness of Malaysians to sacrifice to help the government
handl e the present economc crisis.

Earlier Spence called on Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid at the
Def ence M nistry.

"They told me that Ml aysia had many friends in the US Congress,” Hamd
said after the neeting.

He sai d Ml aysia recei ved US$700, 000 every year fromthe United States
under its International MIlitary and Education Training Programme. --
BERNANA
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