12/ 08/ 1998
Call to consider resunmption of flights to Vientiane

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI A Airlines will be asked to study the possibility of re-introducing
operations into Vientiane in Laos whi ch was suspended since early this
year.

This was one of the outcone of the bilateral nmeeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his Laotian counterpart,

Si savat h Keobounphanh, i n Kual a Lunpur yest er day.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, in a briefing for
reporters after a del egation neeting which followed after the bilatera
nmeeting, said Sisavath had requested that Mal aysia Airlines resunes
services to Vientiane.

Thi s, according to Sisavath, woul d enhance greater cooperation and
rel ati ons, especially in boosting trade between Ml aysi a and Laos.

"In fact, the Laotian Prine Mnister said the facilities at the
Vi entiane airport have i nproved and Mal aysia Airlines can use a snal | er
aircraft for its operations.

"This, however, has to be studied by Malaysia Airlines first because the
national carrier would certainly would not want to | ose in terns of
getting passengers ... the load factor is the main concern of Ml aysi a
Airlines," Abdull ah said.

Mal aysia Airlines launched its first flight to Vientiane on July 1 1996.

However, Mal aysia Airlines suspended services intothe city early this
year.

It is one of five destinations which the national carrier has stop
operating into due to, anong ot her things, poor |oad factor

The others are Madrid, Macau, Davao and Pusan
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