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Umo- El ecti ons

CONTEST OR COVPROM SE: BRANCHES HOLD THE KEY
A news focus

By: Sobrey Jaafar and Azman Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- The significance of annual neetings
of Umo branches this year, starting tonmorrow until March 15, cannot sinply
be overl ooked al t hough no contest for positions is involved, politica
observers said.

The nmeetings, involving 2.6 mllion nmenbers from 16, 639 branches,
deserved to be reckoned with all the same because of the sheer inpact of
t he outcone, the observers said.

VWhat cone out of themwould reflect the nbod and how t he Umo
grassroots would interpret party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
call for no contest for divisional posts in the interests of Ummo.

Indeed, it is the branch neetings that woul d determ ne how Umo
di vi sional |eadership for the coming termwould be decided, either through
contest or conprom se, during divisional del egates' conferences that would
follow fromMarch 12 to 29.

Qovi ously, branches seeking for change in divisional |eadership would
nom nate individuals whomthey see fit to take over at the del egates’
conf erences.

O, on the other hand, if they want to avert contest they could just
take heed of Dr Mahathir's advice for no contest by adopting various ways
such as notioning for the retention of the incunmbent divisiona
| eader shi p.

Anal ysts said, if read between the lines, Dr Mahathir's statenent
clearly did not at all say about totally disallow ng any change at
di vi si onal | eadership, except for those in Kel antan

VWhat it said is that, change, if any, should be instituted properly
t hrough negoti ati ons and not contests.

Apparently Dr Mahathir's advice was based on the bitter experience of
the all-out scranble for posts in past divisional elections which had not
only split Umo nenbers but al so exposed themto ranpant noney politics.

As for Kelantan, Dr Mahathir, who is also the state Umo |iaison
chai rman, had announced that Kel antan Umo had agreed that divisional chief
posts are not contested for party's sake.

This is because Umo could ill afford disunited party nmenbers if they
were to unseat the PAS-controlled Kel antan government.

As for the other states, Dr Mahathir's statenent is to nean that, if
Umo nenbers feel that a divisional |eadership needs changing to
consol idate the party, they would not have to nom nate challengers to
renove the incunbents.

Instead, they could initiate divisional |eadership change through
negoti ati ons and discreet use of powers and not by subscribing to factiona
sentiments or pursuing selfish ends.

Interestingly, since it was issued Dr Mahathir's statenment has elicited
various interpretations and Umo nenbers generally regarded it nore as an
advice rather than a directive.

Such interpretations gai ned credence when Dr Mahat hir hinsel f, who was
approached by journalists about the statenent recently, explained that he
was only advising nenbers to avoid contest for party's sake.

But then, he said, there was nothing that the president or the party
could do if nmenbers chose not to heed the advice.

However, Ummo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik had repeatedly
said: "If not the president's, then whose advice do we listen to?"



Sabbar uddi n said personally he thought that fromthe tone of Dr
Mahat hir's explanation to the journalists, the Umo president would indeed
like to see that party nenbers take the advice with Umo's interests in
m nd.

So far the state Umo | eadership in Sel angor, Sabah and Perak, to nane
a few, have already decided to accept Dr Mahathir's statement as a
directive and abide by it.

But it is beyond themto gauge how far their Umo branches and
di vi sions woul d obey it.

Sonme feel that contest for posts is necessary to maintain the senbl ance
of denmocracy in Umo and, in sonme cases, inevitable as the | eadership of
some divisions really need changing for various reasons.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di naintains that contest in
di vi si ons whose | eadershi p needs changing is necessary.

This conviction of the Umo Youth was reinforced today when the
nmovenent's vice chief Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein was quoted as sayi ng
that contest for posts at divisional level, if meant to consolidate Ummo,
woul d not have a divisive effect on the party.

Anal ysts contend that initiating a change in divisional |eadership
t hrough negotiation is easier said than done.

The anal ysts' reasoning is that either the incunbent |eaders thensel ves
woul d not conpronise or that their supporters would rather opt for a
showdown wi th the chall engers thus nmaki ng an eventual contest unavoi dabl e.

Such divisional |eaders are the very people who, on the one hand, |aud
the desire of the Umo | eadership to avert contest for divisional posts,
but, on the other, deem such idea too idealistic to be practicable.

Sonme tend to | ook at the idea of a negotiated | eadership change as only
to sweep the dust under the carpet and not actually providing any sol ution
to ineffective divisional |eadership.

One viewis that effecting a change in Umo divisional |eadership in
such a way woul d instead only fan resentnent and di squi et anong party
menbers especially those in divisions |labelled as in dire need of
| eader shi p change.

Not wi t hst andi ng the prevailing preoccupation with steering the country
out of the current econom c turbulence, as fromtonorrow attention would
definitely focus on Umo branch neetings nation-wi de, albeit a tenporary
di version, since their outconme would dictate where Umo nenbers are headed
for pending nore crucial Umo el ections next year. -- BERNAVA
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