28/ 03/ 1998

Dr Mon nmeasures to counter water problens

JITRA, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the Governnent will
announce neasures to overcone the current water shortage which is badly
af fecting consumers in several States.

Acknowl edgi ng that there was a water crisis in these States, the Prine
M nister said his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim would be chairing a
meeting soon to ook into the situation and chart out neasures to overcomne
it.

Speaking to reporters after opening the Kubang Pasu Umo di vi si ona
nmeeting, Dr Mahathir said as a short-termneasure, consuners should strive
to reduce wast age

As for long-termplans, the Prime Mnister said the Governnent woul d
undert ake several mneasures.

However, he said these |long-termneasures would take tine to put in
pl ace.

"The only effective neasure nowis for the consuners not to waste
wat er," he said, adding that the water woes were caused by the present
drought season.

At present, water shortages are affecting consuners in the Federa
Territory, Selangor, Penang and Ml acca.

The respective water authorities have been taking nmeasures to alleviate
the situation including distributing water to affected areas.
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