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Course in politics and economics for party | eaders, del egates

Nur ai na Samad

| F Umo wat chers had expected a ot of fireworks during the recently-
concl uded Umo general assenbly, they nust have been sorely di sappoi nted
But they should not have been.

Many had expected sparks to fly during the three-day assenbly because of
the nmonentum that seened to have built up in the weeks before the
assenbl y.

Two words - "cronyism and "nepotisn made a political coneback in a big
way during the weeks before the assenmbly. They becane so fashi onabl e.

"They were catchwords. Everyone was uttering them" said a Johor
del egat e.

If the rem nder by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to
del egates on the eve of the Umo Youth and Wanita Ummo assenblies was any
i ndication, then the stage was set for a cautious deliberation of these
i ssues, if they were ever raised at all

Dr Mahathir at the customary pre-assenbly briefing to del egates rem nded
themthat they should be responsi ble for what they say at the assenbly.

Anyone, he said, who raised issues that could destabilise the party,
shoul d be accountabl e for the consequences of his or her action.

Al attention naturally then was on Umo Youth chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d
Ham di who seened to have set the tone for a debate on allegations of
"cronyi sni' and nepotisni.

Dr Mahathir said he should have used the party Suprene Council as the
channel to voice his grouses on the issue

Was it, then, nmuch ado about nothing? Yes and no, said sone Umo
del egates and political observers. Not many sparks flew but there was much
to think about.

Dr Mahathir, in fact, spoke on the subject in his explanation of the
country's current state of the econony in his presidential address as well
as in his winding-up speech at the close of the assenbly.

Accusations of crony-capitalism nepotismand non-transparency, he said
were first used by currency traders to attack the econony and currencies
of Asian countries.

And to show that there was nothing to hide, he released on Saturday two
lists - one containing nanes of conpani es and i ndi vi dual s awar ded
privatised projects, shares and permts.

The nanes included those of his "cronies" as well as those of his
deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim and hundreds of others who are not known
to either of them

Four other lists were subsequently rel eased the follow ng day. And Dr
Mahat hir has pronmised to rel ease nore, if the need ari ses.

There were of course, mxed reactions to this devel opment. Sone said the
lists confirned the practice of cronyismand nepotism There were, nore
who said that if cronyi smand nepotismwere practised, then they cannot be
t hat bad.

"They shoul d be based on nmerits, qualifications and trust, perhaps in a
way subjective. But, there is always in any organi sation, a nucl eus of
peopl e whom you trust and you know are capabl e and qualified. The fact
that a person is your friend, is incidental.

"Of course sonetines, one's judgnent is defective, but that is a risk
one has to take. It happens in the Wst," said an anal yst.

What has energed fromthis year's assenbly, the |last before next year's



party el ections?

Certainly everyone hopes that unity will prevail in facing the
chal | enges ahead.

But nmore than that, many see Dr Mahathir to have energed the undi sputed
| eader in Umo.

I ndeed he has issued a strong unm stakabl e signal to everyone, including
his critics that there are far nore inportant issues facing the party and
the nation than accusati ons of bad governnent.

Never mi nd the fact that Ahmad Zahid had defended his own criticisns of
crony-capitalismand nepotism saying that these were not "wild
criticisnms” nor were they echoes of foreign views.

Dr Mahathir said that accusations of crony-capitalismand nepotism
agai nst the government were indirect attacks agai nst the New Economi c
Pol i cy.

He spoke of Mal aysia's success in social engineering that led to an
equi tabl e distribution of wealth that brought about Ml ay prosperity and
then of course, political stability.

Said an analyst: "The NEP was key to political stability in the country.
It was a consci ous and deliberate policy of econonmic discrimnationto
bri ng about economic prosperity and political stability."

Del egates were remi nded that the Umo-1led Governnent had hel ped create a
successful Ml ay m ddl e-class and sonme Malay millionaires who have in turn
fulfilled their social responsibility. And not to forget the mllions who
benefited fromsuch schenes as Anmanah Saham Nasi onal, Amanah Saham
Bum put era and Amanah Saham Wawasan.

"Dr Mahathir was literally giving a course in politics and econonics to
the del egates, including party | eaders,"” said a veteran politician.

Per haps, he alluded, the political consciousness of nost Umo del egates is
not that sophisticated that they are unable to see the bigger picture.

"Dr Mahathir sees that bigger picture. The forces that have brought down
t he econom es of our country as well as those in the region.

"The i ssues are not cronyi smand nepoti sm He was expl ai ni ng econom cs
that is not in the textbooks. He is giving a course on the struggle of the
party and on neo-col oni alism

"How many Umo del egates really understand the econoni c problemwe are
faci ng? W hope they do now, " he said.

It was significant that Dr Mahathir spoke on his personal experience
under col onial rule and warned of econom c col oni al i sm now.

An Umo del egate agreed that there is no crisis in the country unlike in
| ndonesi a where the country is beset with both political and econom c
pr obl ens.

"CGover nment repression worsened the situation there. And Dr Mahat hir
expl ained to del egates that we are very different here."

And what of Ahnmad Zahi d whom sone del egates said went through a neat -
gri nder?

Did he comrit a serious political error?

I f indeed, the conplaints were fromthe grassroots, then Ahmad Zahid
shoul d have expl ained to them or gone back to the suprene council to
di scuss the matter.

A veteran observer said Umo Youth cannot operate as a separate entity,

i ndependently of Umo. Doing so, he reflected, snacked of the 1970s when
Umo Youth attenpted to do so.

"There were tines the suprene council then did not even get the annua
financial report of the novenent. An Umo Youth chief cannot try to build
his enpire."

"I ndeed, the only thing he should do nowto is to go back to the
grassroots and explain."



Per haps, the veteran said, young and not-so-young Umo | eaders and
menbers should realise that Umo is a political organisation not a club in
whi ch el ecting board nmenmbers is the nost inportant thing.

"Umo is a political organisation. Don't turn it into a club. There is a
struggle. It will have to continue its struggle because its enenies
change. "

( END)
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