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COURT PROCEEDI NGS | N MALAYSI A TAKE TOO LONG, SAYS PM

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, COct 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that nost tines the government would rather not bring up
certain cases or disputes in court as court proceedings in Ml aysia
normal ly take a long tine.

As such, he said, the Cabinet for instance, would nuch prefer to nake
deci sions pertaining to governnent matters or related nmatters to ensure the
snoot h-runni ng of the adm nistration.

"Normal |y, court proceedi ngs even take years...follow ng a deci sion,
there cones the appeal process and even this takes a long tinme," he said
when speaking to some 250 Mal aysi an students at the Mal aysi an enbassy,
here.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a five-day visit to Japan, was responding to a
guestion by a student who wanted to know why Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas
sacked as Deputy Prime Mnister even before his case had been brought to
court.

He said that it was his prerogative as Prime Mnister to sack or drop a
m ni ster without having to wait for the decision of the court for those
facing court action.

"In the Cabinet, we don't wait for the court to nmake its decision. It

iswithin our right...if we were to wait for the court, we couldn't have
any work done," he said.
The Prime Mnister said: "If we need to refer everything to the court,

to the lawyers, then face a hearing...no decisions could be made."

Dr Mahathir said that the dism ssal of a mnister was a normal practice
whet her in Britain or in Japan and other countries.

Anwar, who was sacked on Sept 2, had pleaded not guilty to 10 charges
of sexual inproprieties and corrupt practices and would be tried in the
Kual a Lunmpur Hi gh Court on Nov 2.

Asked regarding Anwar's trial, Dr Mahathir said: "This case, | don't
know when it will be disposed.”

Dr Mahathir also said that the assunption that in Malaysia the court
was pro-government was not true as there had been court decisions to the
contrary.

He said that a classic case which nmight not have happened in ot her
countries was the Hi gh Court decision declaring a political party which had
| ong been in power in the country, unlawful.

He was referring to the court decision in 1988 declaring Umo unl awf ul
when the party was found to have all owed del egates from several branches
which were invalid, to vote in the party election that year.

Referring to pro-Anwar denonstrations follow ng his disnissal as Deputy
Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said such denonstrations were ainmed at forcing
himto step down |ike what had happened in Indonesia where they led to the
downfal I of President Suharto.

"I'n Mal aysia, a governnent could be ousted but only through denocratic
means, which is through a general election," he said.

At the gathering, the Prime Mnister spoke at length on the situation
in Mal aysia especially the economc crisis and the political turnoil
foll owi ng Anwar's sacki ng.

In reply to a question, Dr Mahathir admtted that he and his fornmer
deputy had different views and approaches in dealing with the econonic



crisis facing the country but said that Anwar's dism ssal was not rel ated
to the matter.

He said that his decision to renove Anwar from his posts was al so not
politically notivated because having | ong been in politics, he did not fear
the possibility of Anwar (before his disnmissal) challenging himfor the
post of Umo president in the party el ection next year

Dr Mahathir said he found out that in the [ ast Umo general assenbly in
June this year, there was a plan by sonme del egates to "boo" himduring his
presidential address.

"But this did not happen and his speech was accepted well by the
del egates. | have no fear. I"'mnot worried...l don't think I could be
rejected so easily,"” he said.

This was foll owed by a pl edge by several students to give their support
to him They also expressed their wish for himto continue to | ead the
country.

A worman student boldly said: "I pray to God that Datuk Seri will have a
long Iife because at this point in time, nobody can yet replace Datuk
Seri."

This was net by |oud appl ause by the other students who are nostly
studying in Japan under sponsorships by Japanese conpani es operating in
Mal aysia and will be serving with the conpanies on conpletion of their
st udi es.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on the confusion anong i nvestors including those
in Japan over Mal aysia's capital control neasures including pegging the
ringgit to RVB. 80 per the US doll ar

"It is not true whatsoever that Malaysia is inposing control on capita
flow Foreign capital can flowin and out as freely as before.

"We are not inposing control on capital flow ..we are only fixing the
rate for the ringgit and making the ringgit non-convertible overseas as
fromQCct 1. Investors repatriating their profits should first convert their
ringgit to a foreign currency," he said.
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"It is not true whatsoever that Malaysia is inposing control on capita
flow Foreign capital can flowin and out as freely as before.

"W are not inposing control on capital flow ..we are only fixing the
rate for the ringgit and making the ringgit non-convertible overseas as
fromQCct 1. Investors repatriating their profits should first convert their
ringgit to a foreign currency,” he said.

The nmeasure was only meant to curb currency traders fromselling the
ringgit follow ng mani pul ative attacks on the ringgit and the stock market.

"If we were to inpose control on capital flow, we cannot survive
because Malaysia is a trading nation,"” he said.

The Prime Mnister said that currency traders were now not able to
undernm ne the nation's econony and this nmeant that Ml aysia was in control
of its econony.

He said it also nmeant that Ml aysia could change the rate of the
ringgit to RM.50 or RVA. 00 per the US dollar if it was found to be
conpetitive



to

"In this way we can protect our own interest and no trader will
underm ne the nation's econony,"” he added.
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