26/ 10/ 1998

Del egates sign up for CPU bi ennial neeting

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - About 170 editors and journalists from43 countries
began regi stering today for the four-day Comonweal th Press Union biennial
conference that begins here tonorrow.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will deliver a keynote
address on the first day of the conference touted as a mgjor vehicle for
the revi ew and creation of comuni cation strategies throughout the
Commonweal t h.

Em nent personalities |like Commonweal th Secretary-General Chief Eneka
Anyaoku, forner Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten and New Zeal and's M ni ster
of Foreign Affairs and Trade Don McKinnon will also deliver speeches.

Patten's speech is titled Managi ng Economies in Good Tines and Bad while
McKi nnon's is Press Freedom and Human Rights within the Comopnwealth - A
M ni sterial Perspective.

On the second day, delegates would split into two groups for sessions
titled Reporting Under Repressive Regines and Effective Lobbying for Press
Freedom

On the third day, there woul d be di scussions on the future role of the
CPU, a session titled The Future of News - Does the Digital Age Pose A
Genui ne Threat to Traditional Media and a visit to the Forest Research
Institute of Mal aysi a.

Sessions on the final day include one titled Does Anyone Qut There
Listen To Us? - How To Get The Message Across by BBC special correspondent
Sue Ll oyd Roberts.

The ains of the CPU are:

* to uphold the ideas and val ues of the Comobnweal t h;

* to pronote, through the Press, understandi ng and goodw || anong al
menbers of the Conmonweal t h;

* to advance the freedom interests and welfare of the Commonweal th's
Press;

* monitoring and opposing all neasures and proposals likely to affect
the freedomof the Press in any part of the Commonweal t h;

* working for inproved facilities for reporting and transmtting news;

* pronoting the training of all involved in the Conmonweal th's Press;
and,

* to preserve the principles, ideology and purpose that has inspired the
CPU t hrough the years.

The wel com ng address woul d be given by the chairman of the CPU
Mal aysi an section and group editor-in-chief of the New Straits Times Press
(M Bhd Datuk A Kadir Jasin and chai rnman of Council, CPU Lyle Turnbull
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