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Create a vision for the future, Dr Mahathir tells corporate |eaders

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Urging the Mal aysi an busi ness comunity to di scard
negative thinking in an effort to speed up economic recovery, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today they should establish a vision for

t hensel ves for the next decade or two.

"Having a clear vision is inportant as it provides a roadmap of the
route to take in the future.

"Sadly, in business, few of our business |eaders or corporations have a
vision of where they want to be in 10 or 20 years," the Prime Mnister
sai d.

He was speaking at the | aunching of the Ml aysi a-British Business
Counci | at Carcosa Seri Negara.

The council groups prom nent busi nessnmen fromboth Mal aysia and Britain
with an aimof increasing trade and i nprovi ng busi ness partnerships
between the private sectors of both countries.

The council will be co-chaired by the president of the Asian Strategy
and Leadership Institute Mrzan Mahat hir and chai rman of Standard
Chartered Bank Plc Patrick G 11lam

Anong t he Mal aysi an nenbers of the council are chairman of Antah
Hol di ngs Bhd Tunku I nran Tuanku Ja' afar, group managi ng director of YTL
Cor poration Bhd Tan Sri Francis Yeoh, chairnan of Mahkota Technol ogy Sdn
Bhd Tan Sri A. P. Arunugam and chi ef executive officer of Asli Datuk
M chael Yeoh

The council will actively pronote two-way investments in both countries
and serve as a contact point for their respective business communities to
channel or seek business interests bilaterally.

Dr Mahathir said short-termand negative thinking would not help the
country get out of the current econonmic difficulties.

"Qur business comunity nust be able to conceptualise and articulate a
clear vision of where they want to go.

"Merely dependi ng on governnent hand-outs is not the way to succeed ...
Nei t her is bl am ng the Governnent.

"It can be so easy to be negative, and to apportion blane. It is so nuch
more difficult to right wongs, to build and create. ™

To bring the nation to greater heights, Dr Mahathir said smart
partnershi ps between the Governnent, business, enpl oyees and foreign
friends nmust be devel oped.

"Wth close co-operation, a clear vision and proactive strategies, we
can energe again to be a regional econom c powerhouse. It will be
difficult, it will take tine but we will triunph finally," he said.

On Mal aysia-Britain relations, Dr Mahathir said past unpl easant nenories
shoul d be | eft as bygones.

"We are no longer interested in carrying our col onial baggage of
historical injustices. Let us | et bygones be bygones.

"More inportantly, we should look to the future, to what we can do
together to create a better future for our respective countries and
peopl e, " he said.
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