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"Criticisns obscure strength of US, Ml aysia rel ations

Ani s Kami |

JOHN Mal ott says he can take his tinme here and split it right down the

m ddl e. The first half was wonderful but the second seened to produce one
crisis after another.

"My happiest tinme would have been fromthe Hari Raya of 1997 until the
time of the financial crisis. The reason was that | had been here a year,
| was starting to get to know the people and really com ng to enjoy
Mal aysi a.

"I'n terms of work things were going well. Things were excellent in the
(US- Mal aysi a) rel ationship, the Mal aysi an econony was growi ng |i ke crazy
and everyone could see how good the rel ationship was," says Mlott.

Then in July that year, everything changed. He says Ml aysi a becane a
very different country, perhaps because it was facing a crisis. Then there
was the haze and the rel ationship between the two countries went through a

bad spell.
"There was the Wexl er resolution, the I LSA sanctions and people calling
up our enbassy saying they want to kill Anericans. It was an awful tinme."

He is referring to the 34 Congressnen who wanted to pass a resol ution
calling for the resignation of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad over his alleged anti-Semtic remarks and the econom ¢ sanctions
t hreat ened agai nst Petronas for its investnent along with Total of France
and Gazprom of Russia in Iran.

"It seens over the year-and-a-half there has been a lot of criticismof
the US. That's not pleasant and | do take it personally because it's ny
own country. |'mas proud of nmy country as Mal aysians are of theirs. And
think ny country has done a |l ot of good things for Ml aysia," explains
Mal ot t .

He says the criticisnms of his country obscure the real progress and
strength of the relationship. The USis Ml aysia' s top tradi ng partner.
For several years, America has been Ml aysia's | argest export market and
i nvest or.

"No one in the world buys nore Ml aysi an products than we do. In the
first nine nmonths of this year, Ml aysia's trade surplus plus US
investments in Malaysia totalled US$8.5 billion (RM82.3 billion). It is
not a loan, it's all yours. And yet | read in the papers and hear that the
US is not doing anything to help Mal aysia during the crisis.”

Mal ott al so says professors at Universiti Ml aya have found that no
country has transferred nore technol ogy to Mal aysia through investnments
than the US and half the heads of conpanies in the Anerican Chanber of
Commerce have investnents in Ml aysi a.

US- Mal aysi a defence co-operation has grown considerably in the |ast few
years. According to Malott nost of the | eadership in the Ml aysian
mlitary have studied in US schools and they are in fact sending nore
trai nees there.

Anot her area that has seen inproved ties is | aw enforcenent, especially
in the war agai nst dadah trafficking.

"I'n 1996 we brought several Royal Ml aysian Police officers to Atlanta,
we deputised themand they becane part of the security teamfor the
O ynpics. They were there to | earn about our experience and then cane back
and the experience was used for Sukom

"W have trained Mal aysian police in hostage negotiations, VIP
protection, cyber-crinmes and counterfeiting. | think this is sonething



that not many peopl e know about."

The two countries have al so established a "policy dial ogue" on security
i ssues in the region and around the worl d.

"I'n ny three years, we have had not just the Vice-President, but five
menbers of the Cabinet - State, Defence, Trade, the US trade
representative and Agriculture - those that matter nost in our
rel ati onshi p have been here.

"We have had 20 to 25 nmenbers of Congress and so many adnirals and
generals that the joke in the enbassy is that if you don't have at | east
three stars on your shoul der we won't pay any attention to you," |aughs
Mal ot t .

"It has been an excellent relationship. And | ask the question, why
aren't nore people aware how good the relationship actually is. That is
the problemof rhetoric, it obscures and hides the reality."

One of his goals was to bring out the good news. He saw it as part of
his job to tell Malaysians the truth and the reality of the relationship

and he did it through talking, giving Press interviews ... by "public
di pl omacy".
"I do that in the States too. | go back every year and tell hundreds of

busi nessmen about Malaysia. But it is hard to do when you are a voice in
the wil derness.

"It's hard to conpete every day if newspapers, and group editors or
letters to the editors are conplai ni ng about what the US has nost recently
done. It is hard for ne to do it when political |eaders are saying things
about the US

"I don't know why anyone is upset when | defend my country; | would have
fired nyself if | had not done (it) because then | would not have done ny
job. If you were to | ook back at the controversial things | have said, you
will see that | have never criticised Malaysia, | will never criticise
Mal aysi a.

"The rhetoric it seens has intensified. It seems to nme like every, well
not quite every day, Singapore sonetines gets into the linelight,"” says
Mal ott with a | augh.

"When | cane, one of ny goals was to close this gap between the rhetoric
and the reality and | leave at a time when the gap has widened. So | |eave
on a sad note in that respect.”

On a personal level, he says Ml aysi ans have been wonderful to him No
one has said a bad word to him

"I had a wonderful personal experience in these |last three years. | have
never felt threatened, never needed a bodyguard, no natter what the
rhetoric or how many letters to the editors," he says.

"To me and to nmany Americans, this is one of the nost beautiful
countries in the world. | don't knowif Malaysians fully realise how
bl essed they are by the beauty of this country. And in contrast to nmany
other countries, Malaysia is fortunate that it is not affected by natura
di sasters, |like typhoons, earthquakes, hurricanes or whatever. You m ssed
it all. God has been very generous to Ml aysia."

What he | oves about Malaysia is its trenmendous nmix of cultures. From
Mal ay, Chi nese, Indian, European, and those of East Mal aysia. This was his
first time in an Islamc country and it was fascinating for himto | earn
about | sl am

"In the States, there is an expectation that we should nelt and becone
i ke each other, but here people are not asked to nelt. | find it
incredible that | can see all these cultures, races, |anguages, people
living side by side, each celebrating and appreciating their culture and
yet still having a sense of pride in being Mlaysian

"You | ook around the world, and Mal aysia stands out in contrast. Look at



Northern Ireland, | ook at Sri Lanka, | ook at Bosnia. Look at countries
where there is a racial divide. This country is unique, sure it isn't 100
per cent perfect, but | have never seen in ny 30 years as a diplomat, a
country that has done a better job of allow ng people of different

backgrounds to |ive together and still have a sense of one country.

"To ne this is what | would call a great sleeper country. If you were to
ask ne what Ml aysia could pronote and nake a | ot of noney (fron), | would
say tourism Everything is here, beautiful country, it's multiracial,
great infrastructure, safe to travel in ... and don't |augh, but you can
drink the water, eat the food and not get sick ... that's very inportant,”
he says.

Mal aysi a, he says, has a wonderful story to tell. A story Anmericans

woul d | ove to hear because they | ove success stories, especially those of
under dogs.

"W woul d love to hear the story of a country that started of 40 years
ago with the sane G\P as Chana and today is one of the top trading nations
of the world. A country that has achi eved anbng the fastest growh rates
of the world over the | ast decade.

"A country that has reduced poverty to al nost nothing, that has achi eved
raci al harnony, that has a very good form of government and politica
stability all these years. A nation that is a lot of fun with lots of nice
peopl e.

"A country with a tolerant and humane formof Islam It is Islamat its
purest. Mal aysia has shown that it is absolutely possible for Islamand
denocracy to survive side by side.

"You have a wonderful story to tell, why don't you tell that story?"
As for Malott, after 31 years in the diplomatic service, he ends his
career in Ml aysia. What he will do next and where he will live: He is

unsure. One thing he is certain of is that he will return to this country
he has learned to | ove, despite the rhetoric.
( END)
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