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RMLm M crosoft boost for nation's young programmers

Adel i ne Ong
M CROSCOFT Corp has pledged to invest the equivalent of RML million for the
first three years of the Ml aysi an Young Programrers' O ub (M/PC).

The investnment will include software, training resources, collateral and
the accessibility to a network of M crosoft partners.

Together with Mcrosoft (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd, New Straits Tinmes Sdn Bhd
and Brave and Bold Sdn Bhd (a subsidiary of Patimas Conputers Bhd), young
Mal aysi an software progranmers will now be able to find an outlet for
their creativity and innovation by enrolling in the MyPC.

"W will need sone noney to support the programme. RHB Bank has agreed
to be the first corporate sponsor (with a donation of RVb0,000) to start
the club," said New Straits Tines Sdn Bhd group editor Datuk A Kadir
Jasi n yesterday.

He spoke at a press conference after the I aunch of MyPC by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and M crosoft president and chi ef
executive officer Bill Gates.

Kadir said MWPCis an initiative to provide an environnent and
structured programre to di scover and nurture talent in programm ng and
sof twar e devel opnent for children aged between 12 and 15 years.

"W target about 1,000 children to be part of the programe. W are
optim stic that there are many young tal ented chil dren around.

"However, in the current econom c situation, the nunber of children may
not be 1,000. If we need RML, 000 to support one nmenber, that will cost
quite a lot," Kadir said.

He added that application for nmenbership will be published in the New
Straits Tines fromtoday.

Kadir said under the MyPC programme, each nenber will be assigned to a
qualified mentor who will give themspecial assignnments based on their
intellectual, analytical and progranm ng skills.

"They will be provided with conputer peripherals by Mcrosoft to enable
themto produce their own software. The idea is to encourage themto cone
out with various programes |ike educational and entertai nment progranmmes

to become future software programers,” he said.

Bill Gates described MyPC as a tinely investment in Ml aysia's younger
generation who are critical of the future and success of the MSC and the
nati on.

"It provides a great opportunity to discover hidden talent in young
Mal aysi ans interested i n progranm ng and sof tware devel opnent.

"Graduates fromthis programe wll al nost ensure thensel ves a ki ck-
start in software application devel opnent, and they will help prope
Mal aysia into becomng a nultinedia test-bed and ori gi nator of
technol ogi es, as opposed to nerely a manufacturing or distribution base
for IT," Gates said in a statenent issued in Kuala Lunpur.

The first programme of its kind in Malaysia, MYPC will also highlight to
t he younger generation and their parents that software devel opment i s one
of the key professional careers for the future.

"MyPCis ideal for a first step into what | refer to as the Connected
Communi ty, linking educators, students, parents and the | arger comunity
to experience the enpowering benefits of technol ogy.

"Wth the support of our parents, the programme will harness Ml aysia's
best talent in technol ogy, and these youngsters will |ead the nation on a
journey into a connected comunity.



"Once that happens, Malaysia will be in good stead to becone a centre of
cutting-edge technol ogy i nnovation," Gates said.

Meanwhi | e, chief executive officer of Brave and Bold M Derrik Khoo said
that this programme will be significant in ternms of enabling young people
with an ardent interest in technology to finally join a group of I|ike-

m nded peers and achi eve a common goal .

"Activities will largely be conducted over the Internet. There will also
be group neetings that will take place at sel ected venues in the country,"
Khoo sai d.

Khoo added that no fees will be inposed as each child under the
programme will be fully sponsored.

"If a particular child has the programm ng ability, noney will not be a
problemfor himor her as we will seek financial assistance for them™
Khoo sai d.
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