19/ 05/ 1998

Cuba willing to share expertise on aquacul ture

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon - Mal aysia will seek Cuba's co-operation to upgrade
aquacul ture farmng here, Agriculture M nister Datuk Dr Sul ai man Daud sai d
t oday.

He said Cuba had vast experience in aquaculture farm ng and had agreed
to assist Malaysia by training agriculture officers in Cuba, sending their
experts here and providing information.

Dr Sul ai man was speaking after nmeeting Cuba's Fisheries Mnister Ol ando
Fel i pe Rodgroguez Romay at his office at Wsma Tani here.

"When Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad went to Cuba, he saw their
aquacul ture was rat her well-devel oped," Dr Sul ai man sai d, addi ng t hat
Rormay's visit was a followup of the Prine Mnister's visit.

Dr Mahathir visited Cuba in Septenber |ast year, the first by a
Mal aysi an head of Governnent to the Caribbean |sland.

Dr Sul ai man said the Cubans put much enphasis on rearing tilapia in
| arge nunbers and they could get yields as high as 26 tonnes per hectare.

He said Cuba exported |arge quantities of fresh-water fish and | obsters
to Canada, Europe and Japan. Romay had al so told himhis country conducted
i ntensi ve and "super-intensive" research in aquacul ture.

"W are interested in aquaculture as we want to inprove it here and al so
| ook for alternative sources of fish. In Peninsular Ml aysia, there are
about 45,000 hectares of water bodies like |akes and nining pools to do
that," he said.

Dr Sul ai man added fish could be al so be used as a cheaper source of
protein supply for chicken feed.

On rearing cattle in plantations, he said the response had not been
encour agi ng and he had sought the assistance of the Primary |Industries
M ni stry, which had close contacts with plantations, on the matter.

"If they do not want to do it themnmselves, the plantations could |ease
their land to those interested,"” he said.
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