10/ 02/ 1998

Cuepacs wel cones nove to strengthen econony

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Cuepacs today wel coned the announcenent by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on the setting up of a specia
fund to all ow the people to donate to strengthen the country's reserves.

Its secretary-general, N. Sivasubramaniam said the nove was tinely as
it would allow the people to contribute to the country at a tinme when it
faced econom c probl ens.

"W fully support the setting up of the national fund.

"I't will help ease the econom c problens faced by the country,
in a statenent.

Dr Mahat hir had said the donations could be in any formi ncl udi ng
property, bel ongi ngs and cash.

Si vasubr amani am sai d he was confident the people would contribute
generously to the fund.

However, he said, many organi sati ons and agenci es had set up funds in
recent weeks to collect donations for the same purpose.

"Al t hough we conmend such efforts, Cuepacs wants the authorities to
monitor the collecting of funds to ensure it reached the targeted parti es.
"W do not want to see these contributions abused or the peopl e being

cheated," he said.

Si vasubr amani am added that by contributing directly to the special fund
announced by Dr Mahathir, the people could be assured that their noney
woul d go straight to the Governnent.

"Ml aysi ans want to contribute but they want to be assured that their
contributions were made straight to the Governnent.

"We do not need different funds which can only cause disunity anmong the
peopl e, " he said.

he said
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