18/ 10/ 1998
Cuepacs sec-gen to vie for presidency

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Cuepacs secretary-general N Siva Subramani am and
deputy president Mohd Yusop Harnmai n Shah are anong five trade unionists
nonmi nated for the Cuepacs presidency which will elect |eaders for a three-
year termin Decenber.

Nom nations for the various office bearers in Cuepacs - the unbrella
organi sation for public sector unions - closed yesterday.

The list was rel eased at a Press conference today by president Abdu
Aziz Sultan, who is retiring.

Si va Subramani am who is al so secretary-general of the National Union of
the Teaching Profession - the biggest affiliate in Cuepacs - received the
hi ghest nunber of nom nations with 17 agai nst nine for Mhd Yusop of the
Mal ayan Techni cal Servi ces Union.

The 51-year-old NUTP | eader |ater confirned his bid for the presidency.
"It is vacant and many affiliates want nme to nove up," he sai d when
cont act ed.

O the other three also noninated for the top job, Abdul Rahnan Manan of
the Custons Union is expected to contest the post of secretary-general as
the running mate of Siva Subramani am

| brahi m WAhab of Amal gamat ed Uni on of Enpl oyees in the Governnent,
Clerical and Allied Services and Ahmad Shah Mohd Zin of Kesatria, which is
the Arnmed Forces Civilian Staff Union, received one nom nati on each for
the top post.

The presidency is a coveted post in the | abour novenent. The president,
anong ot hers, |leads the workers' side for discussions with the Governnent
including for the salary revisions.

Past presidents of Cuepacs included A Ragunathan, T. Narendran, Mhaned
Abas and Mohaned Mat Jid

For the secretary-general's post, Abdul Rahman, who is now deputy
secretary-general, received 26 nom nations, agai nst eight for Siva
Subr amani am and two for Abdul Rahi m Mahad of Anul ae - the Amal gamat ed
Nati onal Uni on of Local Authority Enpl oyees.

The Cuepacs secretary-general's post is also inportant in the | abour
movenent, | ooking after the day-to-day affairs of the organi sation.

Anong those who had served in the capacity were A . H Ponni ah and
Jamal uddi n | sa

Rahi mrecei ved 16 nomi nations, the highest for the two deputy president
posts.

Thirteen others were al so nom nated. Mohd Yusop received 11 nom nations.

A total of 23 trade unionists were nom nated for the post of deputy
secretary-general, nine for financial-secretary and six for deputy
financi al -secretary.

Abdul Aziz said those nomi nated have until Cct 31 to confirmtheir
candi dacy. The triennial convention-cumelection is expected to be held
fromDec 2 to 4.

On the bonus issue, he said Cuepacs understood the country's economic
and financial situation.

However, it will appeal to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
to reconsi der and pay bonus due to several reasons.

These are price increases, school expenses for children of civil
servants, reduction in overtine, travelling all owances and ot hers, and
Cuepacs' decision to postpone its clainms which it sees as a sacrifice.
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