11 JAN 1998
Cuepacs- Fund
CUEPACS WANTS PRESS TO SET UP TRUST FUND

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs has called on the | ocal press
to set up a trust fund so that their readers can contribute to the recovery
of the country's econony.

Its Secretary-General N Siva Subramaniamsaid it could be like the
recently set up Moro Wdows and O phans Charity fund and |ike other
newspaper initiated funds to nmeet nedical costs for underprivil edged
i ndi vi dual s.

"Ml aysi ans are known to be generous. In the face of the nation's
current econom c setbacks, | amsure many readers are willing to
contribute," he said when contacted today.

Last Friday Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad in an
interview over TV3's "Malaysia Hari ini" programme wel comed a suggestion by
a caller to the programe that Ml aysi ans donate RMLO each to a speci al
fund to help in the country's econom c recovery.

Dr Mahathir said it was a good idea but the government could not force
t he people to donate.

Siva said it was only fair for the people to be commtted to the
governnment's econom c recovery programe as they were the ones who had
benefited from Mal aysia's prosperity.

He proposed that departnent heads in both the public and private
sectors set up a fund to which their respective staff could contribute.

The noney could then be given over to the governnent to help it turn
the country's econony around. -- BERNANVA
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