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Cultivating a caring spirit

THROUGHOUT t he parade of events involved in the current econom c turnoil,
nmost observers agreed unani mously that Malaysia's financial systemis its
| ast line of defence. However, in the flurry of worries about depreciating
currencies and investnent values, little nention has been nade of the
crucial role that every Ml aysi an has played and continues to play in
keeping the nation together. It nust be remenbered that the robust
progress charted by the nation since its independence is in no snal
nmeasure due to the active cooperation of its people in ensuring that the
nation's success is enjoyed by all. The very fact that Ml aysi ans have
retained their charitable habits despite the economic crisis only serves
to underline this theory. The preservation and strengthening of this
caring attitude was considered so crucial that it was incorporated into
Mal aysia's Vision 2020. This caring attitude will one day make Ml aysia
stand out as a | eader anobng ot her devel oped nati ons.

At the nonent, a |large section of the Mal aysian popul ation is under sone
formof financial pressure or other. Many people are lanenting a
substantial |oss of investnments while others are facing a fall in wages or
a freeze in increnments and perks. However, one nust not |ose sight of the
| arger picture - preserving a caring attitude which in turn will preserve
nati onal peace which is crucial to a swift econonic recovery. Caring
however, should not be seen as nerely involving the giving of financia
and other fornms of material aid. Ml aysians nust enpathise with each other
and try to understand the problens others may be facing right now For
exanpl e, those involved in trade nust not take advantage of the | ower
ringgit to increase prices unnecessarily and if price increases do becone
i nevitabl e consunmers in turn nust understand the unavoi dabl e neccesity.

The sight of people rioting in protest of price increases or of traders
going on strike for days demanding themis not a pretty one. In fact, such
acts could prove to be the final straw that breaks the back of any nation
in the throes of an econonic crisis. Ml aysians have worked very hard and
made sone huge sacrifices to ensure peace and harnony. By enlarging the
econom c pie, the country's wealth has been evenly distributed anong the
various races, thereby elimnating any risk of tensions. As a result,

Mal aysi a has often been touted as a nodel for peaceful living in a multi-
ethnic society. By and large, it has been through inculcating a caring
attitude that the nation has been able to achieve success. It was amd the
general peace and stability prevailing in the nation that economc

devel oprment qui ckened its pace and noved into the fast-lane. Industries
thrived and foreign direct investment flowed i nto Mal aysia bringing a
great deal of prosperity to its people.

However, the unfortunate have never been forgotten in Ml aysia's drive
towards progress. In the past few decades, the Annual Budgets have al ways
given priority to the less-privileged. Resources have been poured into
eradi cating poverty and illiteracy as well as boosting the savings and per
capita incones of every Mal aysi an while reducing taxes. In return, one
cannot deny that the business sector particularly, has been generous in
giving back to society what it has earned fromthe country's rapid
econom ¢ progress. The tiny seeds of charity sowed t hrough the Annua
Budget s have produced bountiful harvests and hel ped Mal aysia to further
nurture the unity of its people.

The general consensus is that the present downturn is only a hiccup and



that Malaysia will recover, especially since the nation has introduced
tough neasures to weat her the econonm c storm However, the rate of
recovery will greatly depend upon the | evel of cooperation anong
Mal aysians. It will also depend on themnot |osing sight of the unity that
has brought the country so far in so short a tinme. Therefore, the
observation by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad that charity
has prevail ed anong Mal aysi ans even during the difficult tinmes neans that
the country's last line of defence is still very nuch intact.
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