19 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - crisis
CURB DESI RES TO CONTROL THOUGHTS DURI NG CRI SIS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanma) -- Ummo nenbers and | eaders at al
| evel s nust not allow envy, hatred and vengeance to control themin facing
the econonmic crisis, said Prine Mnister and party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Instead, they must ensure that their thinking should curtail their
desires at the very least, he said in his presidential address at the 52nd
Umo general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre here today.

"Let others be dom nated by the feeling of vengeance, hatred and envy,
etc. Whatever we do, it should be based on our thoughts and judgenents
consistent with the needs of an advanced civilisation, God willing," he
said in addressing the 1,907 del egates at PWMC s Dewan Merdeka.

In his speech entitled "The Chall enges of Turmpoil", and carried live
over radio and tel evision networks, Dr Mahathir spoke at |ength of factors
that had caused the econom c probl emwhich hit the country nearly a year
ago.

The prime mnister said while sone felt that the crisis was a problem
for the rich and to let themsuffer, it was, in fact, a problemfor the
whol e nati on.

"What we should note is that when busi nessnmen and big entrepreneurs are
faced with problenms, we the small tinmers will also face problens, in fact
the whole nation will face problens,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was fromthe profits of big conpanies that the
government was able to obtain taxes for the nation's expenditure.

"As such, we should not be influenced by the Opposition's jubilation
when bi g conpanies are faced with problens. Their problemis also our
probl em

"It is not wise to incite hatred and envy towards those having
problens," said Dr Mahathir.

"We shoul d understand all this. W shoul d understand because whether we
are successful or not in our effort to overcone the financial and econom c
crisis will depend on how much we all understand the problens we are
facing," he said.

"Not understandi ng what exactly attacked us is equivalent to being
blind and not knowi ng exactly the source of the attack. People who do not
know what exactly attacked themw || create enmties with the other people,
the innocent. Thus the attackers will have a big |laugh," he said.

He said the governnent was confident that it could deflect the attacks
agai nst Malaysia and with the support of the people, efforts to revive the
econony would in the end be successful

"This Umo-1ed governnment had fornul ated various strategies and
approaches which I need not elaborate as this is not the right time and
because there are certain quarters out to see this fail," he said.

Leaders of the other 13 Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties and
representatives of political parties fromeight countries also attended the
openi ng cer enony.

The presidential speech and a resolution on the econony will be debated
during the assenbly which ends on Sunday.

Dr Mahathir said all Ml aysi ans should work together to defend the
country's sovereignty.

"When they were confronted by the Conmuni sts they showed a smling
face. They were nore concerned with basic human rights, w th suppression



anong human beings, with violent Communi smand injustice in the world," he
sai d.

The West clainmed that they would take action to prevent injustice and
any form of suppression anywhere.

"They try to portray their actions simlar to Hollywod s Ranbo, one
who is bold, strong and successful, and who never dies," he said.

"But do remenber Bosni a-Herzegovina," he said, pointing out that the
West did not do anything when the Serbs attacked the Muslins and Croats in
Bosni a.

He said sonme 300,000 Bosnian Muslins were killed before the West dared
take any action against the Serbs and Serbi a.

"Havi ng wi tnessed the events in Bosni a-Herzegovi na, Rwanda and Burund
and now Kosovo, can we believe that the West will fight for the basic human
rights including the right to work and be pai d?" he said.
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