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Mahat hir-Africa
CURRENCY CRI SIS HOGS THE LI MELI GHT AT AFRI CAN DI ALOGUE

By: Zul kefli Salleh

SWAKOPMUND ( Nami bia), July 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday di scussed the currency crisis at the Southern African
International D alogue '98 (SAID) here as African | eaders sought his views
on the subject.

The Prime Mnister said the | eaders were keen to know of recent
devel opnents in Sout heast Asia, especially with regard to the currency
crisis as the probl em had now spread to South Africa and possibly other
African nations.

"We told themthat we cannot conpletely accept everything that came
fromthe West. W cannot be too trusting.

"I briefed them on what happened (in Southeast Asia) and it is likely
that they too are facing the problem™ he told Ml aysian journalists at the
second-day of three-day dial ouge.

Asked if SAID would take a conmon stand on dealing with the crisis, Dr
Mahat hir said: "They feel the currency matter is a major problemthat
requires international action, and for this there nmust be a stand taken by
many countri es.

"Al though there is no consensus yet, they feel that if there is no
cooperation, which they referred to as Afro-Africa cooperation, it will be
difficult for countries of the world to take action.”

Dr Mahathir said he and the African | eaders would be able to discuss
the currency crisis in greater detail at next year's Langkaw |nternational
Di al ogue and at a future conference on smart partnership in Jordan.

"We nust renmenber that while the currency crisis is a major problem
they (African countries) have other problens," he said.

Dr Mahathir said southern African | eaders were now very interested in
the smart partnership concept and wished to inplenment it.

"The African | eaders appear to be very keen on the smart partnership
concept. They participated very actively in the discussions held," he said
when comenting on the progress of SAID.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmad
Ali, arrived here on Saturday after a two-day visit to South Africa.

Fourteen African nations took part in SAID, seven of themrepresented
by their heads of state. This is the second tine the dialogue is held and
is nmodell ed after the Langkawi International D al ogue which was introduced
in 1996.

"They benefited fromall cooperation efforts that took place within and
outside the country, be it between governnents, private sectors or workers,
unlike in a zero sum gane system where only one side benefits and the other
| oses out," said Dr Mahathir.

The Prime Mnister also held bilateral talks with Nanmbi an president Dr
Sam Nuj o on Sat ur day, Zi nmbabwe president Robert Migabe yesterday, and
several other African |eaders.

Dr Mahathir said Nujoma was very interested in strengthening ties with
Mal aysi a, and asked Kual a Lunpur to send its officials to his country to
provi de assistance in certain fields.

Nuj oma al so invited Malaysia to participate in mning activities in the
m neral -rich country, he said.

Tanzani an president Benjam n Mapa, in his bilateral talks with Dr
Mahat hi r, di scussed the progress of the joint-venture hydro-electric
project in that country.



Among Mal aysi an corporate representatives at the dial ogue are mal aysi a
Airlines chairman Tan Sri Tajuddin Ramli, Tel ekom Mal aysi a chi ef executive
Dat uk Mohamad Sai d and Dat uk Tengku Azzman Shariffudeen of M MOS.

The di al ouge is co-sponsored by the Commonweal th Partnership for
Technol ogy Managenent Ltd (CPTM whose chairman is Science Adviser to the
Governnent Tan Sri Dr Omar Rahnan.

Thened "Smart Partnership for Managenent for the CGeneration of Walth
in Southern Africa", it is ainmed at strengtheni ng cooperati on between
government, and private sectors through the application of smart
part ner ship.

The SAI D, hatched out of the Langkawi International D al ogue was first
hel d i n Kasane, Botswana | ast year.
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