03 DEC 1998
Must apa- Assi st ance
CURRENT ACCOUNT SURPLUS ENABLES GOVT TO PAY RVA00 AID

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 3 (Bernama) -- The current account surplus for this
year amounting to RMB.4 billion has enabl ed the governnment to continue to
pay the salary and give financial aid to civil servants, said Second
Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed t oday.

The country's current account recorded a surplus because i ncones had
exceeded expenditures, he told reporters at the Parlianent |obby, here.

He was asked to comment on the financial aid of RMA00 each to civil
servants in lieu of bonus announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad when openi ng the 21st Cuepacs triennial conference
yest er day.

Public Services Departnment (PSD) Director-General Tan Sri Dr Mazl an
Ahmad said yesterday it would cost the governnment RM338 million to pay the
financial aid to sone 847,000 civil servants conpared to RML billion spent
for the bonus before this.

Cuepacs and several organisations had asked Dr Mahathir to give
incentive to civil servants in |lieu of bonus due to the econom c downturn.

The governnent started paying bonus to civil servants in 1993 of either
a half nonth pay or a m ni mumof RMA00 and again in 1994 and 1995 with one
nmont h pay or a m ni nrum of RMBO0O.

In 1996, the bonus was again one nonth pay or a mni numof RW/00 for
the | ower category staff while last year it was the sanme anount but paid in
two install ments.
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