14/10/ 1998

Cut in funds for war on AIDS will “worsen social inpact'

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Cuts in governnent funding and the i nmense reduction
in donations to H V/ AIDS causes will worsen the social inpact of the
disease in the future, the president of the Ml aysian Al DS Council Datin
Paduka Marina Mahat hir said today.

This, she said, was due to the reduced priority for H V/AlDS causes when
the nati on was goi ng through econom c and political difficulty.

"I't nmust be understood, that other issues, with good nanagenent and
hardwork will eventually subside and hopefully even di sappear.

"But HV/AIDS, if related to low priority now, stands to restrict any
full recovery fromthe current crisis that is hoped for and the probl em
will grow'

Marina was speaking at HELP Institute's 12th Anniversary |l ecture on
"Priorities for public funding of H V/ AIDS progranmes: Crisis in nationa
| eader shi p" at Pusat Bandar Danansara here.

According to Marina, in Malaysia, governnment grants to non-governnenta
organi sati ons have been cut fromRM 1.8 mllion in 1995 to RML29, 000.

The Mal aysi an Al DS Council which used to be able to support itself
adequat el y through national donors is nowreally feeling the sting of the
econom c crisis since it does not get nuch funding frominternationa
organi sations.

It was tine, Marina said, for Malaysians to be realistic about H V/ Al DS
and the Governnent, institutions and the public should not deny or ignore
its presence in society any nore.

She remarked that advertising in the nass nmedia was not effective since
it did not get the right target audience, and that its nessages were too
general to informand change people's attitudes toward the disease and its
victims.

Al so, she added, the council had not been successful in getting co-
operation fromreligious institutions, particularly the Mislim
institutions which were influential anong the majority of Ml aysian
soci ety.

"l suppose they think it's a question of religious values... W are
trying to save people's lives here. W are not reflecting | ow noral val ues
if we support the use of condons and sex education in school."

The council is affiliated with the Ml aysi an Consultative Council of
Buddhi sm Christianity, H nduismand Si khismand 32 ot hers.

Marina will also be the chair of the Organising Conmttee of the 5th
I nternational Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific to be held here in
Cct ober next year
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