28/ 10/ 1998
Local aerospace firms urged to work together

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Governnment wants | ocal aerospace conpani es to work together, probably
t hrough a consortiumor one major conpany, to avoid duplication of
activities pertaining to the devel opnent of the industry.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the Government
believes that by bringing all the conpanies together, their activities can
be coordi nated and operated efficiently with the hope of boosting the
nati onal aerospace i ndustry.

"Wt are trying to bring all aerospace conpani es together so that we do
not waste efforts in duplicating where each one of themdoes the sane
t hi ng.

"Thus, they will now be brought together ... that is what we hope to do.
It may be through a consortium of conpany or under one conpany," he told
newsmen after officiating at the three-day Heli Asia '98 exhibition in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir was asked on the | atest devel opnent concerning the bl ueprint
of the country's aerospace i ndustry which he unveiled in Langkawi in
Decenber | ast year in conjunction with the fourth Langkawi Internationa
Maritime and Aerospace exhi bition.

Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, was al so asked on
Mal aysia's aspiration to devel op and manufacture its own helicopter.

"I't is our anbition. W cannot do it today or tonorrow but probably in
the future. We will try at a small scale first by trying to get foreign
t echnol ogy.

"W will try to request for an of fset programme whenever we purchased
helicopters so that we will be able to get the [atest technology in this
i ndustry," he added.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment wel conmes any nove
by foreign aviation conpanies to set up their manufacturing base in
Mal aysi a, including production of wi de range of conponents.

"W in Ml aysia wel come gl obalisation and technol ogy. W are ready
receivers of it and | appeal to the big nanes in the international
helicopter industry (to set up manufacturing base in Mal aysia) as we w sh
to devel op further our aerospace and avi ati on busi nesses.

"We can prom se you the necessary support base of engineering skills
that makes this possible,” he said, adding the Government is | ooking
forward to seeing that the Heli Asia exhibition will one day feature nmade-
i n- Mal aysi a helicopters.

Specifically, Dr Mahathir said, Ml aysia believed that there is a growh
mar ket for helicopters and conponents of the product.

"We are | ooking at an unusual, not to say ungiue craft, with a wide
range of specialised uses, sone special to this kind of aircraft only.
This can be brought hone to us in very forcible and dramati c ways," he
said, citing for exanple how helicopters were used efficiently in fire-
fighting operations in Florida, the US, recently.

In Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir explai ned how inportant the helicopters were in
tackling the haze probl emwhi ch was caused by forest fires in a
nei ghbouring country.

Apart fromthis, he said helicopters are also used in search and rescue
operations where no other craft could get in so close to the disaster
ar eas.

"There was one occasion | ast year when we were indebted to the unique



properties of the helicopter.

"Its suitability for search and rescue operation was anply denonstrated
inlifting to safety the victins of a clinbing expedition on Munt
Ki nabal u by the Royal Ml aysian Air Force,"” he said, while describing
helicopter as a very versatile machine, with a multiplicity of uses.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia, where parts of the country are still fairly
i naccessible, will find the helicopters invaluable, fromflying doctor
service to political canpaigning.

"W have extensive oil and gas operations offshore to which access is
again nost often by helicopter. Its uses in recognai ssance work are al so
an accepted part of defence and military operations, while increasingly it
is used for conmercial transport,” he added.

A total of 69 conpanies and organi sations from 17 countries are taking
part in the exhibition. There are al so seven helicopters showased as
static display at the exhibition.
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