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Dai ms position will enhance collective role: DPM

Kamar ul Yunus

TUN Dai m Zai nuddi n' s new appoi ntnent is a positive nove that will aid in
the collective effort to stinulate the country's econony and resol ve
probl ens, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid.

"I do not see why the response has to be in the negative sense because
his (Daim position in the Cabinet will enhance the collective role.

"We should viewthis (Daims appointnent) positively ... to be seen to
be working together to stinmulate the econony and sol ve problens,” he told
newsnen after chairing the 47th International Islamc University (Il1U)'s
council meeting in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister and |l1U council president, was asked
to coment on talk that Daim s appointnent as M nister of Special
Functions in the Prime Mnister's Departnent woul d weaken his (Anwar's)
position in the Governnent.

Di sm ssing such specul ation, the Deputy Prine Mnister said he has been
wor ki ng together with Daimfor sonme tine now since the latter, who is al so
Econom ¢ Advi ser to the Governnent, was appoi nted as executive director of
the National Economic Action Council (NEAC).

"I'n the NEAC, Prime M nister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad) is the
chairman, while | amthe deputy chairman and Daim a pernanent nenber in
t he executive council

"I 1ook at Daims appointnent positively because we have been worki ng
together as a teamin the NEAC

"We have nmet fromtine to time or alnost daily to study and di scuss
ef fective nmeasures to overcone the current econom c problens,” Anwar said,
but did not not deny that Daim s appointment has given rise to a | ot of
specul ati on.

"I find that there are too many perceptions (about Daim s appoi ntnment)
but we cannot avoid these. | was inforned by the Prine Mnister about the
appointnment and | look at it positively."

This was the first time that Anwar has commented on Dai m s appoi nt nent
whi ch was announced | ast Wednesday.

On whether Daim s appointnent will overlap Anwar's role as Finance
M nister, the Deputy Prime Mnister said, "This does not arise at all."

As M nister of Special Functions, Daimis responsible for nmatters
concerni ng econom ¢ issues and problens, and the Prine Mnister had said
Daimwi Il remain so until the country's econoni c woes are resol ved.

Last Thursday, Dr Mahathir had also said that the interests of the
nation will take precedence in the event of any difference between Anwar's
and Daim s policies.

Daim finance minister from1984 to 1991, was sworn in as a Cabi net
m ni ster |ast Friday.
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