08 FEB 1998
Fund- Wonen
DANA EHSAN WANI TA: MORE THAN RWMR75, 000 COLLECTED ON FI RST DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 8 (Bernamm) -- A total of RM275, 690 was coll ected
today -- the first day of the launching of the "Dana Ehsan Wanita" a
worren's fund by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Sonme 2, 000 womren who attended the | aunching also pl edged to invest a
total of RMR265,000 in the fund | aunched by the Prine Mnister at the Putra
Wirld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

Wanita Barisan Nasional head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man in
expressing satisfaction over today's collection, said this denonstrated
worren's commtnent to hel p the governnent revive the econony.

Speaking to reporters after the | aunching, Zaharah, who is also Wanita
Umo Chief, said the fund would be adm ni stered by a yet to be forned
certified fund nanagi ng conpany whi ch woul d deterni ne the types of
i nvest nent that woul d be nade.

Several "blue chips" in selected conpanies had been identified but the
purchase could only be effected after the formati on of the fund managi ng
conpany had been approved by the Securities Conm ssion, she said.

Zaharah said the investnents would bring returns to the investors in
about a year from now.

The mininmum saving in the fund i s RMLOO per person.

The fund was al so open to nmen aged 18 and above, Zaharah sai d.

On the special body which woul d adninister all fornms of donations nade
by the people to the governnent, she said this did not run counter to the
formati on of the fund as contributions to the special body anmounted to
donations and not savings for investment purposes.

She said Wanita BN fully supported any form of fund which was ai ned at
reviving the national econony.

The | aunching of the fund and the setting up of the special body gave
the choice to the people to donate their property or noney to the
governnent in the national interest or to save through the fund.

Zaharah said Wanita Bari san Nasional would activate its machinery
t hroughout the country staring in Perak.

On the Umo President's advice to nmenbers not jostle for posts at
di visional |evel, Zaharah said the party president's advi ce shoul d be
heeded particularly when all resources shoul d now be channel |l ed t owards
political stability and econom c recovery. -- BERNAMVA
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