02 DEC 1998
Par | i anment - Card
DAP DI STRI BUTES GREETI NG CARD FOR GUAN ENG | N HOUSE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 2 (Bernama) -- A DAP nenber today took the
opportunity to distribute copies of a birthday postcard for the inprisoned
Li m Guan Eng (DAP-Kota Mel aka) despite objections from government
backbenchers in the Dewan Rakyat .

When debating the 1999 Supply Bill at the conmmttee stage, M
Kul asegaran (Tel uk Intan) urged fell ow MPs, whet her fromthe governnent or
opposition, to send the DAP-produced card to Lim

"If those over there (referring to governnent backbenchers) were in
prison, we will also send (them this type of card," he said.

The card shows Lim s supporters lined up in front of the Bangunan
Sul tan Abdul Sanad here and cones conplete with Lim s address at Kaj ang
Pri son.

The card was al so given to journalists at the Press Room

Lim who turns 38 on Dec 8, was sentenced to 18 nonths' jail after he
was found guilty of two charges under the Sedition Act and Printing Presses
Act .

During the debate, Noh Omar (BN Tanjong Karang) stood up and asked
Deputy Speaker Datuk Juhar Mahiruddin to stop the distribution of the card.
The card had attracted the attention of MPs who had read and seen it,

he sai d.

"According to Rule 41 of Standing Orders, nenbers shall not read
newspapers, books, letters or other docunents except such matters therein
as may be directly connected with the business under debate,” Noh said.

Juhar then interrupted himto say he would check on the matter and nake
a deci sion when sitting resuned for the afternoon session.

However, the afternoon session which began at 2.30pmwas chaired by
Speaker Tun Mohanad Zahir |snail

Kul asegaran told reporters that his distribution of the card did not
breach any regul ati on because the card carried the name and address of the
printer.

"Only materials without the printer's name and address are banned from
distribution in the House, like the "Kam Sokong Mahathir" sticker given
out by government supporters to all nenbers at the last sitting,” he said.

The House will sit again tonorrow.
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