13 JUN 1998
Mahat hi r - DAP
DAP HAS SHOM | TS TRUE COLOURS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUANTAN, June 13 (Bernanmm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today the DAP has shown its true colours by prohibiting its
menbers from nmaki ng statenments to the press.

He said that previously the party was qui ck to accuse the governnent of
nepoti smwhen it was practising nepotismitself.

"It is easy to make accusations...to accuse the government of not
all ow ng press freedom what is this. (It) is not the governnment yet, if
(it) becones the governnent tonorrow..." he told a nedia conference after
openi ng the Pahang Cenment Sdn Bhd factory in Bukit Sagu, near here.

The DAP was reported to have issued a directive yesterday prohibiting
all its nenmbers from nmaking press statenents on the recent suspension of
two party stalwarts and renpval of another fromtheir posts.

Dr Mahathir said the party had practi sed nepotismfromthe start by
choosing the son of the secretary-general to be the nunber two man in the
party and when the son encountered problenms the party was used to defend
hi m

(DAP deputy secretary LimGuan Eng, the son of party secretary-genera
LimKit Siang, was sentences to 18 nonths' jail each by the Court of Appea
for sedition and fal se publication, the sentences to run concurrently. The
party recently held gatherings in several states to garner support and
synmpat hy for Guan Eng.)

Dr Mahathir said the party had condemed the government for the
Internal Security Act and arrests without trial but this time its nmenber
had been tried in court.

"The judge has deci ded, we must respect that decision...he has been
tried in court, I was not the judge," he said.

The prime mnister said everyone nust respect the i ndependence of the
judiciary and not question its judgnent.
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