02/ 08/ 1998

DAP pr oposes conference

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The DAP is proposing a Ml aysi a- Si hgapor e
parlianentary conference to seek a settlement on the Custom Inmmgration
and Quarantine issue

Its secretary-general, LimKit Siang, said the proposed conference, to
be attended by fully mandat ed Menbers of Parlianent from both sides,
shoul d al so discuss other matters affecting relati ons between the two
countries.

"l have given notice of the proposal to Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mbhaned
Zahir Ismail and will nove a notion of urgent and definite public interest
on the latest strain in Ml aysia-Singapore relations."

In his statenent today, Limsaid his notion, which will seek an
adj ournnment of Parlianment to debate the issue, would stress the desire of
peopl e fromboth countries for their Governnents to amcably settle the
i ssue.

"I't does not speak well for good nei ghbourliness and over three decades
of Asean spirit and solidarity for Mal aysia and Si ngapore to be at each
other's throat as if they have al ways been inpl acabl e enem es."

Lim who is the Qpposition | eader, added that parlianentary del egations
at the proposed conference will explore and reach a new consensus to build
a new Mal aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati onshi p where both countries can co-operate
closely for peace, devel opnent, denocracy, human rights and the creation
of a vibrant regional civil society.

He said the DAP was al so hoping for support fromPrime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and the Governnent for its proposal
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