13/ 01/ 1998

DAP to give full co-operation to the NEAC

| POH, Mon. - The DAP will put aside all political differences and give
full co-operation to the National Econom c Action Council to ensure the
econom ¢ probl ens are overcone.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said in spite of the party's
reservations, it would co-operate fully with the NEAC to ensure that the
Governnent, society and people fight and overcone the econonic probl ens as
one unit.

"Al'l State DAP committees have been directed to extend the fullest co-
operation to the respective NEACs," he said in a statenent today.

Limsaid the party had strong reservati ons on whether the NEAC was the
proper response to the econonic probl ens and regardi ng t he appoi nt ment of
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as the council's executive director.

The NEAC was set up on Nov 20 and Daim the Econom ¢ Adviser to the
Governnent, was appointed its executive director one nonth | ater.

Last week, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad announced the
formati on of State-level NEACs to be chaired by the respective Menteris
Besar and Chi ef M nisters.

Meanwhil e, Limalso called on the Cabinet to all ow Ml aysi an students
who are "financially stranded" overseas as a result of the ringgit
depreciation, to apply for loans fromthe National H gher Education Fund
to conplete their studies.

Lims remarks indicate that the DAP had backtracked fromits earlier
statenment urging the Governnent to give priority to 15 areas to deal with
the present economnic problens. The focus, Limsaid on Jan 1, should be on
the restoration of confidence of the people and investors, resolving the
probl emof information deficit and abandoni ng plans to establish the NEAC
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