10/ 09/ 1998
Deci sion to sack former DPM gai hs nore support

A. Hafiz Yatim Leong Shen-I

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mbre support canme in for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and the Umo Suprene Council over the decision to sack
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister as
wel | as his expul sion from Umo.

In Mal acca, the State Legislative Assenbly passed an energency notion
supporting Dr Mahathir's decision to renove Anwar fromall governnent
positions.

Al'l 22 Barisan Nasional assenbl ynen supported the notion, which was
seconded by State MCA chairman Datuk Wra Gan Boon Leong (BN Duyong). The
t hree DAP nenbers voted agai nst.

It al so supports the actions taken by Dr Mahathir on matters pertaining
to the national econony and security.

The Mal acca State Assenbly is the first to pass such a notion since
Anwar's renoval fromthe Cabi net | ast Wednesday.

In tabling the notion, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin said Dr
Mahat hir was conpetent in handling the present econom c probl ens, conpared
to ot her nei ghbouring countries which had to seek the assistance of
foreign loans to hel p overcone their econonic crisis.

He said Dr Mahathir had used his own wi sdomto handl e the econonmnic
situation and did not adopt reconmendati ons made by ot hers.

“Initially, Dr Mahathir's revelation that the econony was badly affected
by foreign currency speculators | ed by George Soros was nmet with
scepticism however, those clainms were |later found to be true and accepted
by other countries in this region."

Descri bing Anwar's renoval as tragic, the Chief Mnister said i mora
activities could not be treated lightly as it would put the Government in
bad Iight.

"I ssues on norality cannot be conprom sed. Such matters will only bring
disrepute to the Governnent," he said. "Therefore, the Governnment nust
al ways maintain a clean i mge."

Abu Zahar said Dr Mahathir was conpelled to take such stern action
agai nst Anwar .

He al so regretted that Anwar had decided to start a reform novenent
whi ch may cause instability in the country.

"Such things should not happen especially when the country is facing an
econom ¢ problem Efforts should be nmade to unite the people and not
create disunity."

In debating the notion, State Gerakan chief Datuk Chua Peng Song (BN
Bachang) said his party respected the action to sack Anwar fromthe
Cabi net so as to uphold the country's good nane.

State M C chief Datuk R Raghavan (BN Bukit Asahan) said the MC, along
with MCA and Gerakan, respected Dr Mahathir's decision because they were
convinced that the Prime Mnister would not have taken such a deci sion
wi t hout considering all possibilities.

The Pahang Umo Youth al so declared its support for the action agai nst
Anwar .

Its Youth chief Mohd Mustapha Khalid said the nmovenent supported the
deci sion by Dr Mahathir and the council as it believed that it was only
deci ded after careful deliberation.

He was speaking at a Press conference after a special conmittee neeting
at the Legend Hotel.



Present at today's neeting were eight of the 11 committee nenbers. Three
ot her nmenbers were unable to attend the neeting due to other engagenents.

The deci si on was nmade by consensus.

"Political and noral issues cannot be taken lightly because a person of
| ow character and norality cannot be accepted as the country's hi ghest
| eader, " Mdhd Must apha added.

The conmittee, he said, believed the issue was Anwar's personal matter
and expressed di sappointnent at his attenpts to drag others into it while
trying to solve it

Mohd Must apha said the novenent al so urged Umo Yout h head Datuk Ahnad
Zahid Ham di to state his stand on the issue.

He said they woul d accept whatever decision regardi ng Zahid's position
made by the Umo Youth executive council which woul d neet tonorrow.

"We are confident that Zahid will make known a stand which will be
accept abl e, " he added.

In | poh, State Umo liaison chief Tan Sri Rami Ngah Talib advised al
Umo nenmbers in the State to abi de by the decision of the suprene council

"We have nmade a decision and we need to stick by it, especially now when
solidarity is needed within the party," Ranli said.

In Kangar, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi msaid the
expl anation by Dr Mahathir on Anwar's sacking was very clear and it was up
to the people to accept it.

In Alor Star, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said Umo nenbers
shoul d conduct a sel f-assessnent and deternine how they could reform
t hensel ves to becone better individuals beneficial to the party.
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