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DEMOS AND RI OTS NO PLACE IN M SIA, SAYS DR M

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today Mal aysi ans must be grateful as the econom ¢ sl owdown faced by the
country had not triggered racial and religious riots as had erupted in
certain countries.

The prime mnister said the prevailing peace in Ml aysia nust be
mai ntai ned to guarantee the country's future.

"Unfortunately, sone people are trying to incite riots in our country
as they are carried away by the happenings in a nei ghbouring country," he
sai d when addressing the Bari san Nasional (BN) Youth gathering at the Likas
sports conpl ex, near here.

He said there was no need for denpbnstrations and riots as Malaysia is a
peaceful country.

"Mal aysia is a denmocratic country. |If there are people who want to
initiate changes or change the | eader, they can do so by contesting in the
el ection," he said.

Dr Mahathir arrived here today for a two-day working visit to Sabah.

"If the people are really supporting you at that tinme (during
el ection), you may win," he said, adding that the BN and its youth novenent
woul d ensure this did not materialise.

He descri bed those who instigated denonstrations and street protests as
peopl e who had no confidence of winning in the el ection.

Supporters of forner Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m
held illegal assenblies and street protests particularly in the federa
capital to topple the country's | eadership

"There is no need to wear head bands, shout slogans, torch notorcycles
or use nolotov cocktails. What we in the BN need is sound and rationa
t hi nki ng to assess who should | ead the governnent," he said.

He said the present set of |eaders were responsible people who strived
to devel op the country before paving the way for the younger generation to
take over.

"This is the duty of the elders, there is no generation gap between the
old and the young in the BN as it is a continuing process,"” said Dr
Mahat hir, who is al so BN chairman

He al so chided those who newWy joined the BN struggle but aspired to
becone | eaders.

Dr Mahathir said he hinself and several other BN | eaders struggled for
along time to reach the present position.

"It took nme 18 years in Umo to be selected as a candidate to contest
in the general election, 28 years to becone a mnister, 34 years to be the
deputy prine mnister and only after 36 years, | becane the prine
mnister," he said.

Dr Mahathir said sone people were inpatient to becone | eaders and
resorted to toppling their superiors despite been given the assurance of
succeedi ng t hem

"These people will do anything to becone | eaders. They will conspire
and find friends fromw thin and outside the country to take over the
| eader shi p," he said.

Dr Mahathir said their friends overseas were di sappoi nted when their
"puppet"” | eader groomed to take over the | eadership failed to do so due to
ot her reasons.

"Qur country is a denocratic and a sovereign nation. W have integrity



and we will decide on our country's fate. W do not want others to
interfere at all," he added.
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