21/ 01/ 1998
PM Muslims must widen know edge in all fields

Badrul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today that
Musl i ms nmust wi den their knowl edge in all fields, includingreligion, by
conducting research.

The Prime M nister said the world saw how hi ghl y- knowl edgeabl e Musl i ns
wer e successful and able to build an enpire of 800 years.

Speaki ng at the opening of Institut Profesional Baitul mal's new campus
i n Kampung Pandan, he said Islamrequired the people to upgrade their
know edge in all fields.

"Lack of know edge is not part of the culture of Muslins. Even during
the I sl am c period previously, Mislinms had a higher | evel of know edge
than others."

At the cerenpony, Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the Federal Territory Mdsque
Devel opment Foundation and a book on npsques.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali and
M nister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d O hran,
who is also chairman of the Federal Territory Islamic Affairs Council.

Conmenting on a book on the Islamc era in Spain that he had read, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d Muslins under the | eadershi p of Abdul Rahman Il and |1
brought progress to the country because t hey were know edgeabl e i n many
fields.

However, after the rei gn of Abdul Rahman |11, disputes and ani nosity
arose anong t hembecause of views that know edge shoul d be confined to
religion.

This, he said, led to many of themhaving contradictory interpretations
on Islamand some even went to war over them

"Some had sought help fromenemn es of Islamand as a result, the Islanic
enpire i n Spai n becane weaker and backward, and the | ast |Islam c enpire,
Granada, was defeated by the forces of Ferdi nand and | sabell a.

"That's the fate of those who are weak and do not have know edge (in
other fields) although well versed in Islam"”

Dr Mahathir said there was no reason why Muslins in this country could
not progress because opportunities to acquire know edge wer e expandi ng.

He suggested that funds raised through Baitul mal, a Musli mendowrent
body, and zakat (tithe) be used to enhance know edge anbng Musl i ns.

Dr Mahat hir said many Muslins coul d now afford to donate a | ot of noney
to build nosques and for other simlar purposes.

He al so urged Muslims to create opportunities for non-Mislins to mx
with themso that they woul d have a better understandi ng of |slam

This, he said, woul d help to correct the i npression given by the foreign
nedia that all Muslins were terrorists or extremsts.
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