20/ 04/ 1998
PM More cross-border visits beneficial

Ravi Nambi ar

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d he believes nore

Si ngaporeans wi Il continue to visit Johor, just as Mal aysians will go over
to the republic.

At the opening of the RMA0O million Johor Baru Duty Free Zone Conpl ex at
t he Eden Garden Hotel in Stul ang Luat, Johor Baru, on Saturday ni ght, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Noww th the Southern G owt h Tri angl e enconpassi ng Johor,
Mal acca, Negri Senbil an and Pahang, Singaporeans in fact have nore to see
and enj oy in Ml aysi a.

"Such free fl ow of peopl e across our borders is nutual ly beneficial.
This is good for bilateral relations and serves to strengthen our econonic
and social ties."

He hoped Johor would not only benefit fromthe "Si ngapore factor" but it
woul d al so woo international tourists arrivinginthe republic, as well as
visitors fromthe I ndonesi an i sl ands of Batamand Bi nt an.

Guests at the function included Singapore Prine M ni ster Goh Chok Tong
and his wife, Cabinet Mnisters and top busi ness | eaders.

Al so on that day, the opening of the Sungai Johor Water Treatnent Pl ant
in Kota Tinggi by Dr Mahathir was carried out via the nultinmedia. The
plant is said to be the country's nost nodern automat ed wat er treatnment
pl ant.

Equi vent ures Sdn Bhd, the Johor Baru water supply privatisation
concessionaire, has i nvested over RMb0OO million to date oninfrastructure
and facilities for two water plants.

The other plant - Sungai Layang Plant - primarily supplies the Pasir
Gudang industrial zone and Johor Baru.
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